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"1 E reader can hardly exper? the ad 

on the title of this * 2 reatiſe to be fully de- 
monſtrated in is; that cannot be done with pen and 
ink. But much more was deſigned, and partly prepa- 


red to be exhibited to public view ; but the want of 


time and the learning this world admires, is the rea- 
fon that you have only what is before you, and is ra- 
ther an introduction than an explanation, and that in 
ſuch uncouth language, that may hinder the nice and 
curious, who look more on words than ſubſtance, from 
receiving the truth. But howſoever I have expreſt it, 
Jam ſure the foundation is good: and ſhall only defirs 


the reader to act this juſt part, ſeriouſiy to read over 
the whole, and then let him clear his conſcience, and 


paſs what judgment he may on it. As for the true ſpi- 


ritual Zion, they, with tbe bes, will gather honey 
from every flower, and receive Truth, let its appear- 
ance be never ſo mean; to theſe I humbly adareſs the 
conſideration of the following ſheets. If they can ſee 
the end and deſign of them, it will clear the way to the 
Fountain, where they will receive all the divine, 
glorious and precious promiſes, through Feſus Chriſt our 


Lord. 


if that diftinflon which 7 have made between the 
new and old man in us, agreeable to the ſcriptures, 
appear ſtrange to you, it is becauſe you have gone from 


. Fan truths, to the teachings of man; and when 
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1 Jon come back to the religion of the heart, you will be 
# led out of all errors. © | 
| Tate this for an infallible touchſtone, Mut, as all 
| men have got a ſpark of the divine nature in them, ſo 
| Far as they vary, in their life and converſation, from our 
ö great example Feſus Chriſt , fo far they vary from the 


ones only true religion. And thus the religion of God 
diſtinguiſheth itſelf from all others, becauſe it leads then - 
into a total death to all things in this world: when 
' the religion of man has always. ſome worldly view, 
though it be to become a great preacher. And by this 
you may ſee that that man only is a Chriſtian in every 
denomination, who turns from all ſelfiſhneſs to God. 


Mor to the God and Father of all mercies, from 
whom I have received, in all humility I offer it up, beg- 


jj | ging Him to fhower down his bleſſings upon my worthy 
k reader, to open his eyes and lead him into all truth, 
q _— .. - 1 | 


O 3/1}, O bappy they, and only they 8 
Mpo're one with Chrig, in life, in death, in Deity; 
Aud thus in Alrabam s boſom take their repdſe above, 
Here all is life, and endleſs ſcenes of love. 
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Brus, * to cleay 4 away p_ 4 IG opipion; And 
open the true — daring of the Proceſs 1% pa- 
radiſe, and bow to 1 that bleſſed . 1 


OST men are eſtabliſhed in come certain * of | 
principles in religion, which they make their 
ſtandard of truth; and all that contradict them 

as falſe and ſpurious, know ſo far as their reli- 
gion is true: 80 Er this made iv Ent But, as it is im- 
Sie that all can be trus, therefore, tet him that lulu 


he flandath, taks hed bft be fall. 


As all things come from one ine great firſt Cauſe, 
by whoſe power all things are kept in being, it muſt needs 
be their higheſt perfection to aſpire after and adore that 
glorious Being which brought them inte exiſtence. Man, 
being a rational creature, had power to remain in the high- 
eſt perfection wherein he was created in the image of God, 
or to fink down into endleſs fin and miſery. This we find, 

by woful experience, that he rejected the former, and 
choſe the latter; and ſo immediately became a: captive 
ſlave to all the wrathful elements of this world: But ftill 
te infinite mercy of God put a divine power again into 
his ſoul; ſo that he might, by giving up his earthly wilt 
and affections, be W to the Full union with Jod in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 


As there is buy one God, one hekwen or happineſs for 
all men, ſo there is but one way that they can attam · to ĩt; 
and that is, the placing all their affections on the higheſt 


9 But, as nothing ean unite with God but what i - 
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is a ſeed of the Deity in all men, to quicken, raiſe and re- 
fore them to its original liberty and freedom from ſin, to 
rule over all nature in the Holy Spirit, agreeable to the 
perfections and attributes of God: This was the great end for 
which our bleſſed Saviour came into the world, and carried 
our corrupt nature, through death, into the higheſt glory 
and felicity. And here lieth all true religion, and the only 
poſſible way to reſtore the divine nature in man again: For 


the proceſs of Chriſt is the only pattern for us to follow, 


according to the different degrees of grace we fhall attain 
unto. There is no other way nor name under heaven for 
the divine nature to overcome and reſtore the human, but 
by Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Fherefore, the only thing that 


we ſhould ſet up for a rule to try our religion 57 is this 


great example, how far we have followed his ſteps in a 
death unto all things in this world, by being alive unte 
God; for by the 1yorks of the law, the ſcriptures declare, there 
2s 20 fleſh. living ſpall be juſtified. ; 6 4 + +#-1 


* 
* 


\ 6s ; i I” 6d 5 
There is nothing we can do in our own. power will be- 


nifit us. Nothing leſs than a divine birth from above, be- 


ing wholly ruled, governed and directed by the Spirit. of 


Jeſus, which is perfect wiſdom, invariable meekneſs, and 
unchangeable love. All that hunger and thirſt to have 


theſe become the predominant ruling powers of their ſouls, 


and thus wholly wrap themſelves up in the inconceivable 
love and mercy of God in Chriſt, are Chriſtians or cryſtal 


line; for to be Godly is to be Godlike : And all other pre- 


tences to have an intereſt in the merits, death and ſufferings 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, will do us not 


o much good as the fig- leaves did Adam, when he ſtrove 


to cover his nakedneſs. 


All the inſtitutions of God, under either Jaw or goſpel, 
were only for this grand end, to point out Chriſt to us, and 
bring us to be directed and gaverned by his Holy Spirit in 
us. This we may ſee was the drift of all the prophets, and of 
John the Baptiſt, who ſaid to his followers, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the ſins of the world! He muſt in- 
creaſe, but I muſt decreaſe. And our Lord himſelf pointed 
us all to his ſpiritual appearance in our hearts, when he ſhould 
come the ſecond time, without ſin unto falvation. This he 

| - faid, 


of his own purity, therefore it is abſolutely true, that there 


(7) 


faid, Ir it needful that I go away frum pon; for, if I go not atudy 
from youz the Comforter will not come; but, if I yo to my Fu- 
| "ther, then will he ſend you the Gomforter, esen the Spirit of 
Truth; which the world cannot receive; but ye can receive it; 


and it fhall abide with you for ever. And, according to 
Chriſt's promiſe, the Holy Spirit came upon the apoſtles on 


the day of Penticoſt ; and filled them with divine wiſdom 
and power from on high. Then began the Chriſtian diſ- 


penſation, which brought all men under the teaching of 


the Spirit of Chriſt, and led them into all knowledge in 
the myſteries of the goſpel. This was the ſole end of the 


apoſtles miniſtry, to bring all their converts to this divine 
Spirit within them, that that might convince, condemn 


and deliver them from 1in and Satan, into the glorious li- 
berty of the ſons of God. And thoſe, that, through vain 
learning, leave this great point, and debate, diſpute, and 
quarrel about forms and ſhadows, declare themſelves to be 
both blind and ignorant of God, of Chriſt, and of true 
vital Religion. Bat 


But here lies all our miſtaxe; we are look- 
ing tor the knowledge of the will of God, as the Jews 


looked for it under che law, quite outwardly and carnally, 


when the goſpel wholly-points us to the divine law written 


In our hearts, to look into-the-igward-temple, to have the 
inward. book of books opened: within us by the Spirit of 


God; and then we may know and ſearch out all the laws 


of God. But our. ſouls, by nature, are as it were in a pri- 


ſon, or like (as our bleſſed Lord compares it when ſpeaking 


to the wiſe men, ſaying, ) a grain of wheat, whilſt it remaineth 
in the jack, abideth alone; but, i it be caſt inio the earth, it 
' bringeth forth more grain. Now this is a very clear meta- 
-Phor to ſhow us the ſtate of man by nature. He is confined 
Wholly to the things of time and ſenſe, and ſearching to 


get the knowledge of the pure Spirit of divinity, as he doth 
into the things of this world: But, was he to exerciſe his 


true rational powers, they would ſhow him, that he could 
know nothing of God no other ways, than by the Tri- 
mity's manifeſting itſelf in his ſoul, as the ſun, light, and 
air of this world doth in the grain of wheat, by raiſing up 
its birth in it. But man muſt firſt die to all his own know- 
ledge, and be wholly refigned to God, before he can reveal 


himſelf in the ſoul, or we can know nothing in reallity of 
him; for I do not call that knowledge which we learn as 
ſchool-boys do their leſſons from books or men: no, this is 

f „ not 


2 (8) Bf. 
not true knowledge. For I may get all the laws of God 
by heart, and know nothing of the ſpiritual meaning of 
them. Therefore, if yeu would come to the true know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures and the laws of Deity, ſeek it nat 
from without you, but wait upon the Lord in your own 
foul, in much humility, for the revelation of his Holy Spi- 
rit to teach you eonſtantly, praying that he would take 
away every thing out of your mind that is eon ta his 
bleſſed will, and manifeſt all thoſe adorable” perfections in 
your ſouls that may be for your gaad and his own glory: 
And though, at firft view, this may appear very hard and 
difficult to proud nature; yet if you keep a ſteady eye to 
Chriſt, you will ſoon diſcover ſuch glories in the upper | 
world, that ſhall make all things eaſy, and fill our bodies 
full of divine light; ſo that thoſe myſteries, that may, at 
Hiſt, appear yery dark and obſcure, will, by conſtant pray- 
er and reading them, be opened clearly to your underſtand- 
ing. But you that will not give up your own reaſon, 
pride and ſelf-conceit, and humble yourſelf under the 
mighty hand of God, ſo that he may teach you the way 
evenlaſting, theſe things will appear the utmoſt faoliſhnels 
unto yu, and yon wil only wreſt them to your aun 
condemnation. For man, as he has fallen into this natural 
world, his reaſoning and underſtanding is wholly canfined 

to this ſyſtem of created beings, and che ſpiritual eye of his 
ſoul being ſhut up hy his will being turned fem God; he 
is often tempted to believe that there is no ſuch a Being; 
and if he thinks about heaven or hell, and a future tate of 
rewards and puniſhments, he conceiues them to be at a 
great diſtance from bim, and that God will judge him like 
Some earthly prince, and condemn or fave him at his plea- 
ſure; nat regarding whether bis ſoul be in a ſtate of happi- 
naſs or miſery, O man! enlarge your ideas; confider the 
infinite end ęternal Being, whoſe glorious preſence fills all 
ipace; that be is the center of every life, in whom all 
things live and move and have their being: And though it 
js impoſſible for any of his creatures fully to camprchend 
him, or :find out the Almighty to perfection, yet, if we 
look and confider but the leaſt part of his works, we dhall 
ſee the finger of Omnipotence maniteſt dufficiently to ſtrike 
us with amazement, {a as to fall dawa and adore him. 
But, when we conſider him as he is the very God of our 
lives, and the whole and fale fountain of all goodneſs, the 


Pute, 


2 


(#7 


pure, inviſible, incomprehenſible Spirit, that ſhines through 
all things, filling all with light and glory and happineſs, 
and, when we had deſtroyed ourſelves, he laid help upon 
One that was mighty to redeem us; one would think no 
rational being would want the exhortation of our bleſſed 
Saviour, to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, our 


cult, and flrength ; and our neighbour as our ſelves. 


- But man is ſo infatuated, and his will turned from all 
true knowledge of things, being ſwallowed up in this cob- 
web world, which muſt ſhortly be diſſolved, that there is no 
= ſeparating his mind from vanities to purſue his higheſt and 
chiefeſt good; for he will either be wallowing in the mire of 
"XX ſin and wickedneſs, or elſe, thro' vain learning and fooliſh 
iT reaſoning, be lifted up in pride to think highly of himſelf. 
But the apoſtle ſtrikes at the very root of all this, where 
he ſays, If any man thinks be knows anytbing, he knows no- 
Þ thing yet as he ought to know. And it is certain, that he can- 
not know anything truly of God, who is a ſpirit fo infinite 
and ſublime, that it is impoſſible for him to be contracted, 
or brought down to the ideas of any creature. Man muſt 
give up all his own reaſon, wiſdom and knowledge, that 
he may have attracted to himſelf, and fall down into the 
immenſity of Divine Love, that all his wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding may ariſe from the meek and lowly Spirit of Je- 
X ſus, before he can know anything truly as he ought. There 
XZ muſt be firſt a total death unto all fin and ſelfiſhneſs, be- 
fore there can be a true life unto righteouſneſs: For we 
Z mult take our will and affections from this world, and 
Z give them unto God, before we can come to any true ſpi- 
ritual knowledge of him. 


Imuard ſignifies upwards, and outward fignifies down- 
= wards, Thus God is the. internal, ſpiritual Being; na- 
ture is the external manifeſtation of him, which man is fell 
into. For when he came out of the hands of God, his 
will and all the powers of his ſoul were fixed and centered 
in God; the Spirit of the holy Trinity ruled in him; for 
bis ſpiritual body was one with Chriſt, ſuperior to all 
Itnings in this world. But God gave him a body from 
this world; and when God was manifeſted in him, he was 
2 compleat image of the Deity, exalted above all the pow- 
ers of nature hurting of him, being placed in Paradiſe, 
'H | Where 
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can ſhew us the truth of the Pſalmiſt's words, that wwe are = 
more vile than the beaſis that periſh. There is none that dith gn 
good, no not one. All walk in a vain ſhadow, and diſquiet ui 
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where he had power over all creatures, and wiſdom to 
name them and to rule over them. But when he fell, he 
loſt this ſpiritual power and life of the tri-une God in his 
ſoul, and attracted a groſs, beaſtly body from this world. 
'Then was his eyes opened to ſee his ſhame and miſery, 
which cauſed him to hide himſelf from the preſence of the 
Lord; for now the ſweet union and communion with God. 
was broke, and an earthly, ſenſual will from this world 
took place. Now man, through divine grace, muſt either 
die to all ſelfiſhneſs and ſenſuallity in time, or be loſt to all 
eternity. And this will be no puniſhment inflited upon 
us by God himſelf, but what our own diſobedience will 
bring upon us; for this is a certain truth, that every ac- 
tion ſpuitually, though not always in this world, brings 
itz own reward or puniſhment along with it. Thus ever 

evil action ſinks us down lower into the diabolical nature; 
and every action that ariſeth from the Holy Spirit, and is 
done to the glory of God, bring us into the enjoyment of 
the Divine Nature. But ſome people will ſay, that there 
is nothing in man that can do anything that is good; and 
Chriſt ſays, Without me, ye can do nothing. If you expe- 
rience this, my friend, you will know that I don't 
ſpeak of any power in man's ſelf; no, I ſpeak of the power of 
Chriſt in every man, that, if he will give way to, it will 
bring him down to his original duſt: and all confeſſing of 
our {ins without this, is only meer cant; it is this only 


themſefuves in vain: But though this is the ſtate of all men 
by nature, yet it is ſaid, there is a ſpirit in man, and that 
the inſpiration of the Lord giveth it underſtanding ; for, if 
there was nothing in the foul above and contrary to fleſh 
and blood, we could no more be ſaved than the devil. 


Look through all nature, and you will ſee that nothing 
unites with anything, but what is like itſelf, Look what 
is the reaſon the ſun, light and air of this world, cannot 
bring living branches out of a dead tree; it is becauſe 
there is nothing of their nature in it. Now if God had 
not ſpoke the ſeed of the woman, the light of eternity, in- 
to Adam's foul immediately after his fall, he had been like 
this tree; and as God can only manifeſt himſelf, it would 
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(1) 
have been impoſſible ſor any of the human race to have 
been faves. 


It is certain that Chriſt is the true lizht, which enlight- 
. eneth every man that cometh into the world: And he hath 
4 ſhewn us the reaſon that men will not confeſs it; it is be- 
4 auſe it would ſhew them that their deeds are evil, and it 


| l would alſo bring them off from the teachings of men,. to 


be taught by God. And this would overturn the kingdom 
of the . heterodox and blind teachers. Therefore 
ey exclaim againſt it as blaſphemy ; and ſo indeed it 
Peu according to their conceptions of it: for they would 
end to believe that we ſpeak of ſomething which man 
gas in his own power, which leads him into ſelf-depen- 
1 Nence, when we demonſtrated it directly to the contrary, 
that this is not of man, but of God; and leads men quite 
out of themſelves, condemns all their actions, and brings 
8 rns world to appear as nothing, by bein 195 brought into a 
1 5 rue union with Jeſus Chriſt, in all his ſufferings, death and 
geſurrection, till it places him, with at it the right 
W 
3 and of God. 
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9 The ſeripture, and all nature ſhews us, chat all life 
conſiſts of fire, which is the cauſe of all motion. By this 
Wwe may clearly ſee that the ſoul is a fire, which, by turn - 
ing its will into this world, broke itſelf off fans the light 
+ love of God, which made it an angel, and united itſelf 
3 ith an earthly beaſtial body. But, while it remains in 
time, there is a pofiibility for the Divine Sun, Light, or 
# ord of God, to enter into the foul, and redeem it. 
Thus immediately we find the infinite mercy of God did to 
dan, and in him to all mankind, which continually 
? ands knocking at che door of our hearts; as it is faid in 
1 the Canticles, till his locks are wet with the dew of the night. 
nd though this is ſo obvious, both from ſcripture and 
FP ight reaſon, yet men are ſo looking outward, and ſeeking 
1 de glories of this world, that there is no bringing them to 
1 rue vital, ſpiritual religion, to ſeek God in themſelves; 
they will ſooner wreſt the ſcriptures into a thoutnd 
2 eanings and fooliſh opinions. When, if this divine feed 
was truly believed and preached up, it would bring us to 
I Heſus Chriſt, who would become an infallible teacher and 
\ Tura unto us. That would ſoon bring this world, 
1 | 'M 2 | and 
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Hence you may ſee the reality of our Lord's words: 


7 For his ſpiritual body filleth the univerſe, and is the 


(12) 
and all falſe doctrine to nothing, and create new hea- 
vens and new earth, wherein dwells righteouſneſs. But 
the falſe conceptions of truth ſeems to be ſo rivitted in the | 
renerallity of people; not only in this particular, but in 
the reſt of the great myſteries of our redemption, taking 
them as much below the heighth and depth of them, as this 
world is from heaven: that, had not I a ftrong witneſs 
that the Lord would make a way for his truth, and raiſe 
up ſome inſtruments, whom he will fill with his heavenly 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, to declare his goſpel 
in the apoſtolic power and purity of it, I ſhould not have 
put pen to paper. | | 


How ſpiritually blind men muſt be, not to ſee into ſuch 
clear texts of ſcripture, which ſo fully demonſtrate, that 
there were two natures in our bleſſed Saviour and in all his 
faints, who are fleſh of his fleſh, and hone of his bone. 
Theſe two natures were typified under different characters 
in the Old-Teſtament, ſuch as Cain and Abel, Jacob and 
Efau ; for theſe were only figures, to point out the two na- 
tures in all men: that ſhould be univerſally proclaimed un- 
der the goſpel. And what can be plainer than our Lord's 
words? and reaſon tells us, that if we have an eternal 
ſpirit, we muſt have an eternal nature, | 


Hear, and be aſhamed, O Chriflendom, at your blind- 
neſs to this day ! wherein you boaſt of the great light of 
the goſpel, and yet give ſo low and dark an account off 
theſe words, and others of like importance: I am from above, 
ye are from beneath, ſays our Lord; and yet he was made 
fin for us, and called himſelf our brother. How clear is this 
that his Divine Nature was from above; his human nature 
was from beneath, which the Divinity united itſelf to in the ' 
womb of the virgin, when he cloathed himfelf with our 
mortality. Again, None have aſcended up into henven, but be 
that deſcended from heaven, even the Sen of Man which is in 
heaven. And the ſaints are ſaid to have their converſation 
in heaven, which is falſe according to the outward man. 


£xcept you eat my laſd, and drink my blood, you have no. life in RH | 
Bread of Life that came down from heaven, which every true 


be lier ing ſoul really feeds upon, and is built up unto mm 
| ie, 
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life. For want of knowing this, that deteſtable doctrine of 
tranſubſtantiation aroſe; and likewiſe that more monſtrous 
deluſion, which the greateſt part of proteſtants now believe in, 
I mean, that of an unconditional election, and reprobation of 
the greateſt part of mankind to damnation : But, glory be ts 
God, it is not ſo. Indeed it is true, that God had, from 
all eternity, elected all thoſe that walk by his Holy Spirit, 
and predeſtinated all that deviate therefrom, who walk ac- 
cording to their own nature independent of God. And this 
was Adam's ſin, by which he Joſt his divine life. Now 
man and all things in this world ftand in a ſtate of a repro- 
bation, till the Spirit of God take them through the procefs 
of Chriſt : For we are all rejected by God, till we give up 
ourſelves with all our power, ſtrength and affections to 
God in our own fouls, where he is ready to embrace the 
returning prodigal, and to raiſe up a new nature out of the 
old ſtock. When a man thus departs from all his own 
ways, and gives up himſelf to Jeſus Chriſt, then he is ju- 
ſtihed by faith ; and the Holy Spirit forms the new man, 
new creature within him, that he can ſay with ſeraphic 
joy, God my father, and Chriſt my elder-brother. And it 
is this divine nature in us only that is elected by God; for 
our outward man will always ſtand in a ſtate of reproba- 
tion till the refurrection, when it ſhall fully be taken into 
union with Chriſt, „ 


Here you may ſee, with a noon- day clearneſs, the truth 
of St. Paul's doctrine of fleſh and ſpirit, the new and old 
man in us all, and the reality of theſe words, Jacob have [ 
loved, but Ejau have 1 hated. Therefore never let theſe 
texts any more trouble your mind; but wait upon the Lord, 
and he will ſhew you the truth as it is in Jeſus: For the 
whole bible ſtands on theſe two great points, the two na- 
tures in every man. And when we are delivered from the 
Babel of falſe opinions, by the ſeed of the woman that is to 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head in us, we ſhall ſee the ſcriptures 
full of _— and find the beauties of Chriſt in every 
text. But, till this divine power of God is ſtirring in our 
ſoul, all our labour in religious matters is vain and fruit- 
leſs ; for nothing can unite with God, but that which 
comes from him, and is continually tending towards his 
divine preſence, | | | | 


When 
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When a man has had ſo much benefit from religion, as 
to have all his will and affections center in this holy princi- 
ple, then he lives in God and God in him. He now no 
longer does any thing to himſelf; but all his works are 

' wrought in God, and Chriſt becomes his wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption ; that he can 
ſearch all things, even the deep things of God. He is de- 
Tivered from all perplexity about the doctrines, which the 
carnal heart has framed. All the diſpenſations of God are 
cleared up to him. He ſees that his own will is reprobated, 
the will of God is elected. Therefore he joins in with the 
Divine Power. He finds ftirrings in his ſoul, perceiving it 
to be a ſpark of Omnipotence, or the grace of God that ap- 
peareth unto all men, _— them to deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſt, and to Jook for the glorious appear- 
ance of the great God our Saviour, = | 

| Would you fee a thorough deſcription of this divine 

| treaſure of Chriſt given to all men, to work out their ſal- 
| vation ; look into our Lord's parables, particularly that in 

| the twenty fifth chapter of the goſpel according to St. Mat- 

thew : there our bleſſed Saviour ſhows you, that all men 


have this talent; and he that buries it in the earth, it ſhall 
be taken from him, and he be caſt into utter darkneſs, 
But he that trades with it, renounces the world, and gives 
up all the affections of his ſoul to God, and following our 
dear Redeemer in the regeneration, through good report 
and evil report, through all the malignity that men and de- 
vils will raiſe up againſt us. | 


There is an eternal crown ſet before us. All the pre- 
cious promiſes belong to you, whether life or death, things 
preſent or things io came. Al] are yours; and ye are Chriſt's; 
and Chrifi's is God s. 


I cannot help thinking, but, if all prejudice he removed, 
my worthy reader will find ſomething in him witneſſing to 
theſe grand and important truths. For what glorious har- 
mony doth all the ſcriptures appear in, when we conſider 
them all leading us to theſe two principal heads, viz. as 
all men have fallen in Adam out of Paradiſe, the divine habi- 
tation of the bleſſed, into this poor, periſhable world; and, 
then all immediately, by the ſupreme Goodneſs, put in a 

| | way 
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way of ſalvation, through the ſeed of the woman, of a 
ower like that he ſpoke into the great deep, when he ſaid, 
Let there be light, and there was light. This has always been 
delighting with the children of men, and infinitely defirous 
to do them good, and to reſtore them again to their for- 
feited felicity. This has been the object of the ſaints faith 
in all ages of the world, and the cauſe of all the holy men 
and glorious lights that have appeared in the antediluvian, 
Heathen and Jewiſh nation. OS | 


Here alſo we may ſee the harmony between the Old and 
| New-Teſtament; for what was typified under the charac- 
ters of the Jewiſh and Heathen nations in the old, is exact- 
ly fimilar to their Antetype under the new, viz. the two 
natures in every man. And all their wars were figurative of 
the ſoul fighting with the fleſh and the devil, under the great 
captain of our ſalvation. Likewiſe the children of Iſrael, 
travelling out of Egyyt, through the red ſea, through the 
wilderneſs, and the purification of Jordan, to the promiſed 
land flowing with milk and honey. All this the believin 
ſoul knows, and experiences it to be directly ſimilar to the 
divine nature in Chriſt, and all his members travelling 
through the human nature, to the heavenly Canaan of reſt, 
he kingdom of everlaſting joy and happineſs. And Moſes, 
nd all that generation dying in the wilderneſs, and not en- 
ering into Canaan, ſhews us that the humanity cannot 
enter into heaven till after the reſurrection. 


Again, the Iſraelites that tranſgreſſed the moral law, 
brought their ſacrifices and offerings to the high- prieſt, for 
him to ſlay them and offer them upon the altar to God 
for an atonement; and, ſprinkling the people with the 
blood, repreſented, under the goſpel, our fallen human. 
nature, that could not poſſibly obey the Jaws of the eternal 
Spirit. Therefore our great and glorious Mediator and 
Redeemer took it upon him in Mary's womb, and flew 
it upon the croſs, and raiſed it up again the third morning, 
and ſet it on the right-hand of God; by which he has 


opened a new and living way, and is become an eternal 


High-Prieſt to offer gifts and ſacrifices, and to make inter- 


? Coeſſion for us, till he bring us all up into the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt : for all that he did naturally, 


upon earth, he has ſpiritually done according to the ſeveral 
3 1 diſpenſations 
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diſpenſations, in every. virgin-heart, in every fincere ſoul 
fince the fall of Adam; and will continue to do till the ge- 
neral reſurrection of all things. Many great and glorious 
things might be opened, to ſhow how the old tabernacle 
and temple are figurative of Chrift, But theſe I mult at 


prefent omit. iD VE ; 


Here you may ſee how the divine nature in Chriſt, and 
in all his members, takes the human nature upon him and 
unites them as one; ſo that all the ſufferings are called with 
the greateſt propriety the ſufferings of Chiiſt, and the of- 
fering up of his body, And fome alſo have called them the 
fufferings of God. But it is impoſſible for either God or 
Chriſt to ſuffer in themſelves, otherwiſe than by taking the hu- 
man nature into the Godhead. Therefore all that it doth and 
ſuffer, in the Spirit of Chriſt, are the works of God. 


Hence you may ſee the utter impoſſibility of any ſon of 


Adam being ſaved, if the Son of God (O aſtoniſhing con- 


_ deſcenſion!) had not took our mortality upon him, and 


became our Second Adam. By which means he united 
the divine nature to the human again, and ſo has put all 
the fallen race in a r to overcome all the wrath of 
God broke out in nature ſince the fall; and, through the 
death and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, be raiſed up into eter- 


nal glory. 


Again, you may clearly ſee here alſo, that it was not 
any wrath in God himſelf, that Chriſt died to ſatisfy or 
atone for; but becauſe nothing leſs than the proceſs of 
Chriſt could extinguiſh all the wrath and miſery broke out 
in our fallen fouls, and bring us into union with God, 


There is no doctrine that the devil deſires to propagate 
more than this, to make God like himſelf, and fo to fright- 
en poor ſouls into his own net; for 'tis he only that is 
wrathful. All wrath is in nature broke off from its union 
with God. The ſcriptures never ſay that there is wrath. in 
God. They ſay, that God is love. But, when they ſpeak 
of his wrath, they call it, the wrath of God. For he rules 
over all things, whether in heaven or hell. All is included 
in his immenſity; and therefore he is ſaid to do all things. 
But there had never been any wrath or anger known or 
manifeſted in God, had not the deyils and men, by ſelf-will, 

| = h ſeparated 
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& ſeparated themſelves from the light and love of God, and 


became nothing but fire-brands of wrath and miſery: And 
all the threatnings of God againſt the wicked, are but tran- 
fient ſhadows of this helliſh nature. But it is blaſphemy to 


# ſay, that there is any wrath in God himſelf, who is nothing but 


eternal and unchangeable love, or that light in which there 


4 is no darkneſs at all. But men will always take darkneſs 
for light, and light for darkneſs, till they turn the eye of 


their minds inwardly; and, by the revelation of God's Spi- 
rit, diſcover the two principles of good and evil in their 


ovn ſouls: Then they will ſee the true nature of the ju- 


ſtice and mercy of God. For, as man has both good and 


evil in him, he has alſo his choice to work with which he 
will. He may, by meekneſs and love, become an angel; or 
by pride and ſelf- will, become a devil. And this our Lord 
{hath ſhewn us when he ſaid, that man /hall be called to give 
an account for every thought, whether it be good or evil, And 
| Chriſt will ſay to all that give up themſelves to be go- 
| verned by his Spirit: Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Mingdom prepared for you from the foundations of the world. And 
to all thoſe that give up themſelves to their own wicked ſpirit, 
the will ſay, Go, ye curſed. 4% 


For want of men's coming to ſearch after the truth in their 


own ſouls, the ſcriptures are converted, daily, into falſe 
ppinions: But they are not worthy our mentioning. For 
It is not notions in our head that will do us any good; but 
e life of God operating in our ſouls: Vet the doctrines of 
ruth are of infinite moment to the ſincere heart; for they 
unlock all the bolts of ſelf-attraction, and diſcover the in- 


£ 
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Finite and adorable perfections of the great Jehovah, and 
put the ſoul upon the full ſtretch after God. And, when 


ve are delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the 


Jlorious liberty of the ſons of God, we ſtand free in the 
Freat book of nature, and want no reaſonings with fleſh and 
DÞlood: For we ſtand in the ſpirituality of all the ſcriptures, 
nd ſee all things as God ſees them, by living in his 


oly Spirit. 


There is one thing more I would open to my worthy 


Fader ; and that is, to give him ſome ideas of the nature 
If the ſoul; becauſe from the ignorance of this, ſprings all 


— 1 


9 Iſe religion: And when this is truly apprehended, all falſe 
>; | C opinions 
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der, that the foul has two centers in it; one from God, the 


tions, the ſeveral ſtates of the foul. And it is clear, that if 


(18) 
opinions will vaniſh into — A man of great learning 
has declared it to be the utmoſt nonſenſe to ſay, the ſou 
has either center, top, or bottom. But he does not conſi- 


other from nature: If it had not, then his maxim would be 
true; for there is no top or bottom in eternity as to place. 
But to ſay fo of the ſou}, ſhews an ignorance both of God 
and nature; for God is the center of all things. But man's 
falling into nature, loft his divine center in God. And the 
further we go from him, by ſelf-will, we go into the 
multiplicity, which is the caufe of ſo many opinions. 
Therefore we direct man back again to ſeck his true center 
in God, which is hid by his falling into nature. 


This great ſcriptorian has ſhut himſelf out from knowing 
the true ſpirituality of the ſcriptures. The Bible is nothing 
but a revelation of God, typifying in different manifeita- 


all things come from God, all things muſt come from ſpi- 
rit: For the bodies of all creatures are only the productions 
of ſpirit, through the laws of attraction. Here you may 
ſee the truth of St. Paul's words: That which may be known 
of God, is manifeſted in man. For the inviſible things of him 
from the creation, are clearly ſeen by the things that are 
made, even his eternal Power and Godhead ; that the 
blindneſs of man may be without excuſe. 


The reaſc n that infinite Goodneſs has revealed himſelf to 
us in ſo many ſimilitudes, is, becauſe nature is the manife- 
{tation of Spirit, who faith, Heaven is my throne, and earth 
7s my foitflect, Thus God is the center and reſt of the Þ 
ſoul, and nature is its bottom, or proper ſelf. The ſoul is 
a fire which has two centers, or wills; and may, by ex- 
alting itfelf in pride and covetouſneſs, become the devil's | 
habitation ; or, by humility, uniting itſelf with the light and 
love of God, become a holy angel. TH 


Man's ſoul was at firſt created out of the Divine Nature, 
which is the Chriſt of God. In this there was no diffe-: 
rence between him and the angels; as the ſcriptures aſſure 
us, there will be none in the reſurrection. But the foul of 
man was united to a human body of this world: In this re- 
ſpect he was created a little lower than the angels; * 6 
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this made him a more perfect image of the Trinity in na- 
ture. Man's fall was his looſing his divine nature; which 
his ſoul was cloathed withal; and from whence he had all 
his power and wiſdom to rule over his human body, ant all 
outward nature, in the ſame manner as God ruleth over all 
things. But when he turned his will into this world, and 
eat the forbidden fruit thereof, itnmediately his heavenly 
nature, the image of God, diſappeared ; it being impoffible 
for light and darkneſs to dwell together: Now, aid hot be- 
fore, did Adam's nakedneſs appear; and both body and ſoul 
were brought under the power and dominion of all the 
wrathful elements, which he had till now ruled over, by 
the power of the divihe ſpirit in him. And here, if you 
have got any ſpiritual eyes, you may eleatly ſee man's fall and 
"7 redemption ; for Chriſt immediately became the Second A- 
dam: And is, throughout the ſcriptures, repreſented to be 
the feed of the woman, which God ſpoke into Adam's ſoul. I 
know that thoſe, whoſe eyes are blindly led outwardly, in- 
terpret this text to mean only an outwatd promiſe; and by 
this means have loſt all the true ſpirituality of the ſcriptures, 
looking on the goſpel, as the Jews did on the law, as only 
an outward commandment, If they could truly read St, 
Paul's deſcription of the law and goſpel, fleſh and ſpirit, 
they would be taught better. The goſpel is an inward and 
ſpiritual diſpenſation; which is near us, even in our hearts 
and in our mouths. It ſhews us that all men have a mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit, to profit withal ; the divine unction 
which teaches us all that is good; and preffes us to ſearch 
and find out this precious jewel, this Chrift in all men, ex- 
cept reprobates. | - 


We only demonſtrate the truth of this, and clearly ſhew 
that Chriſt is not in the reprobate nature in any man. But 
it is ſaid that all men have the gift of the Spirit, and that 
2 Chriſt enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world. 
And, if men's eyes were opened rightly, they would ſee 
that, through all the elements of this world, no two oppo= - 
lite ones can unite or agree together. And, if man be whol- 
ly dark and finfal, and God nothing but light and love, how 
dan God and man unite? God does not make darkneſs 
light; but overcomes darkneſs with light. Men ſhould 


know what they ſpeak, when they ſpeak of Omnipotence; 
and not fpeak what they don't know. God works all in 
| C2 | heaven, 
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heaven, in hell, and in this world; but cannot make hell 
heaven, or ſave man any other way, than by raiſing a birth 
of his own Divine Nature in him, and ſo overcome his 
helliſh nature. And, was there not a ſeed of the Deity in 
man, capable of raiſing his fallen nature out of this deplora- 
ble ſtate, he would become one with devils. I've been the 
more full on this head, becauſe *tis this only that ſhews the 
nothingneſs of man; and teaches him to have his whole de- 
pendence on God. Till this is known, men are only beat- 


ing the air, and wreſting the Bible to ſerve their own 
ſelfiſn ends. 


But when we have ſaid all, they that dwell in the moon, 
will ſpeak the language of the moon; and they that live in 
the ſun, will ſpeak the language of the ſun, 


As long as we dwell in ſhadows, we cannot come to the 
true knowledge of the ſubſtance. But, if the. heavenly 
image, which Adam Joſt, was raiſed, quickened, and en- 
lightened by the Spirit of God, we ſhould have a clearer un- 
derſtanding of divine and heavenly things, than we have 
of the things of this world by our human underſtanding. 


_ But men, being ignorant of this ſpiritual, heavenly nature, 


Chriſt, within them, think it means no more than the mind 
or ſpirit of man being changed, ſeeing not that the ſoul is 
cloathed with a divine body. But, if their minds were cen- 
tered in truth, they would ſee that a ſpirit remains in God, 
and cannot be known to itfe}f, or any creature, till it has 
attracted its body, and cauſed it to become an angel; even 
ſo pure, that it can paſs through all things without being 
known or perceived by our natural underſtanding. This 
heavenly nature was Adam's firſt perfection; by which he 
was called a ſon of God: And ſuch a body man muſt have, 
before he can be an inhabitant of the eternal, ſpiritual 
world. This brings him into the ſame relation to the hea- 


venly, ſpiritual world, as his natural body now has a relation 
to this world. | 5 


Let it not be thought, that man has two ſouls acting in 
bim; or that he can act in two worlds at once. Indeed as 
he is an image of the Trinity in nature, he has three ſouls 
ſimilar to heaven, hell, and this world; and which ever of 
theſe he turns his mind and will into, that he lives in, _ 

the 
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the others are paſſive and dead to him, though living in 
themſelves: For man can comprehend nothing but what 
his will is centered in. Here may be ſeen how all things 
are in man, that he is capable of the greateſt wiſdom and 
knowledge, even more than the angels, when his will and 
affections are centered in God; ſo that the divine Spirit ru- 
leth in him. Then he ſees all things in himſelf. And hence 
ſprung the amazing wiſdom that Adam could name all the 
creatures of this world, according to their different natures. 
And, if he had ſtood in his angelic nature, he had brought 
forth a ſpiritual offspring out of himſelf, that would have rai- 
ſed all outward nature into its higheſt perfection; and then 
his paradiſaical body had only been an inſtrument in the 
hands of God. But man, falling into this world, loſt his 
ſpiritua] power, and muſt labour with his hands, and eat 
his bread by the ſweat of his brow. Here obſerve the igno- 
rance of thoſe who charge God with imputing Adam's fin 
upon all his poſterity. Was there ever a white perſon begot 
by two blacks? Yet this is much more poſſible than for 
Adam to beget an holy angel: After he was fallen into this 
world, his offspring of neceffity muſt be earthly, ſenſual, 
and deviliſh. * T'is ſurprizing that men cannot ſee this grand 
truth, that no imputation from without can do us either 
good or harm, any further than 'tis the ſtate of our nature, 
or raiſe us up into the enjoyment of God, or ſink us into 
the devil's miſery. All our righteouſneſs comes from God, 
and is imputed unto us. But, if we do not live and dwell 
in it, we don't continue in it, ſo have it not. 


How raviſhing muſt it be to ſincere ſouls, to view the 
infinite goodneſs of God, in giving his only Son, to raiſe up 
all to God that Adam had loſt. This was the debt he 
came to pay, by giving himſelf as a ranſom, an atonement, 
and a ſacrifice for all men. By this he has united the di- 
vine nature to the human, and will reſtore all things in this 
world to the higheſt glory and perfection; for which pur- 
poſe he {its at the right hand of God, to become eternal ſal- 
vation to all who obey him. When a ſoul ſees the good- 


2X neſs of God in all this, it makes the ſcales fall from his 
eyes, and fills him with love and admiration. | 


- 


low have men confounded the true ſenſe of the New- 
3 "Teſtament, for want of the knowledge of the ſoul's having 
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a ſpiritual heavenly body? How much below the true mean- 


ing have they taken all thoſe ſtrong expreſſions of our bleſ- 
ſed Lord, concerning the eating his fleſh and drinking his 
blood, and the union ſub ſiſting between him and his mem- 
bers; fome holding tranſubſtantiation, and others holding a 
bare remembrance of him in the ſacrament; and though 
ſome go a little further, and call it a feeding on him by 
faith, yet they know not that the ſpiritual body of our Lord 
is every where preſent, fo that the true believing foul real- 
ly feeds upon it, and is made one with it. 


Now, if we were truly led out of the ſhadows of time, to 
be taught by that which was before time began, and is. the 
fubſtance of all things, it would reallize heaven in us, and 
bring us into all the wiſdom of God. Eo: 


F ſhall here obſerve, how darkly and carnally the ſpiri- 
tual reſurrection is held. All the real ſacrificing of the carnal 
heart, the giving up of all evil affections, which are the 
blood or life of the diabolical ſoul, and the raiſing up of 
the divine nature, the fleſh and blood of Chriſt in us; and 
bringing us to be wholly dependent on God alone: This 
ſeems to be near loſt, and all that is generally made of it, 


is the raiſing of the mind to God; but worldly fane- + 
tuaries, carnal ordinances, and tranſient ſhadows are tge 


gods of their hearts. For an eminent preacher lately ſaid, 
<< that he could not ſee that the goſpel called men any more 
from outward ceremonies than the. law did.“ One would 
think that he read the New- Teſtament blindfold, not to 
ſee that the ſole drift of the whole goſpel is to lead men out 
of all the ſhadows of time, into the ſpiritual and eternal ſub- 
ſtance of them. 


It was the apoſtles concern, to teach that the ceremonies 
of the law were only impoſed on them til] the time of re- 
formation. All theſe muſt give way to the ſpiritual difpen- 
ſation that began at the day of Penticoſt ; and directed man 
to be governed by the ſame Holy Spirit then manifeſted. 


All inſtructions that lead men to do, or leave undone, 
as of themſelves, is of the law. And that which ſhews 
them their own nothingneſs and helpleſſneſs, and difcovers 
the great and glorious ſalvation purchaſed by Chriſt, bring- 
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ing men to have their whole dependence on the perfect law 
of the Spirit of Life, in order to make them partakers of that 


| ſalvation, is the preaching of the true goſpel; and differs 


from that of the law, as fleſh does from ſpirit, or as time 
does from eternity: For all things in this world are but tran- 
ſient figures of the eternal world. 


The law is very good in its place, to bridle mens paſſions, 
and as a ſchool-maſter to. bring us to Chriſt; and no man 
can get himſelf from under its yoke, till Jeſus Chriſt have 
fulfilled it in him; and brought him into the eternal law of 
liberty; and impowered him to rule over all nature: And 
here the ſoul enters into the ſabbath of reſt; ceaſing from 
his own works, as God did from his. 45 


1 have juſt hinted how much below the true ſcriptural 
meaning, of the reſurrection of the ſpiritual body is taken. 
And moſt profeſſors hoid the reſurrection of the natural bo- 
dy as carnally ; both which the apoſtle demonſtrates to the 
Corinthians very clearly: For.nothing of this groſs mate- 
riality will riſe again. The whole creation groaneth and 
is in pain to be delivered from the bondage of corruption, in- 
to the glorious liberty of God's choſen: For this alſo Chriſt 
came to reſtore. a 
And here we may fee how every man will be rewarded 
according to his works. And all the great ſhew and pro- 
feſſion in religion, or in arts and ſciences, that is not done 
in the Spirit of God, with a ſingle eye to his glory, will be 
among the hay and ſtubble that ſhall be burnt up. Let this 
warn you to do all things in the meekneſs of wiſdom. If 
you would, through the grace of God, keep. this rule al- 
ways before you, to walk in thes v irit of univerſal and un- 
changeable love to God and all mankind, you would ſee 


how your own ſelfiſh ſpirits differ from the Spirit of God: 


And it would be impoflible for you to be deceived in this 
important matter: For nothing can unite with God, or en- 
ter into heaven, but this pure love. By this the Holy Spi- 
rit will raiſe our natural bodies out of this world, and unite 
them with itſelf, that they will become one; and then it 


will have none of the intrails and organs that we now have; 


but will be raiſed into the higheſt degree of purity, like un- 
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As we have greatly miſtaken the principles of _—_—_— | 


fo have we been as much out in the true worſhip of God: 
For, as he is a Spirit, our outward man can have no true 
knowledge of him, or communion with him, though it 
preach perfection, and pray for it all its life. For nothing 
of time can unite with eternity. The greateſt part of that 
ſpiritual enjoyment which we have called religion, 1s only 
refined nature or ſelf; and is ſomewhat like that joy and 
forrow which frequently occurs in common life. How mi- 
ſerably do they miſtake the true depth of the ſpiritual pro- 
ceſs of Jeſus Chriſt, who direct people wholly to theſe! 
The apoſtle, when he taught the believers always to re- 
Joice, had not his eyes ſo low as to direct them to rejoice 


at their inward feelings; but pointed to the divine glories 


that Chriſt purchaſed for them, that they might caſt them- 
ſelves into the ſea of his love, hoping againſt hope, and be 


upon the wing for God and heaven; whether in joy or ſor- 


row, light or darkneſs, looking through all things to 
Chriſt, rejoicing to ſay, in all the diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, thy will be done and not mine. St. Paul well knew 
that the complexions of mens bodies, and that depth of na- 


ture which the ſoul is covered with, would not admit of a 


conſtant, ſenſation of joy. Yet Jet this be obſerved by all 
that are careleſs and lukewarm, that if there is not a ſtrong 
faith and hope riſing up in the ſoul, to drive away all world- 


ly-mindedneſs, and bring it into perfect meekneſs and full 


reſignation to the will of God in all things, he may depend 
upon it that he is a reprobate, alienated from the common- 
wealth of Iſrael. | 


Here lies the ignorance of thoſe who are always driving 
people to the outward performance of duties, to ſeek or to hope 


to meet with joy and comfort by ſo;doing; and this makes the 


external object the cauſe, taking the ſhadow for the ſub- 


ſtance. This. I know by experience: For they that are 


brought to live in Chriſt, can ſee all the devices of Satan. 
For it is according to the nobleneſs or ignobleneſs of the 
object which our affections are placed upon, makes us an- 
gels, beaſts, or devils. If our affections fink down into 
covetouſneſs, .envy, pride, and wrath, we dwell in the 


elements of hell; which, when we die, will more torment 


the foul, than fire can do the body, Again, if our affec- 
tions 


_— 75 7 


1 4 > 
tions are ſet on the natural world, in the enjoyments of 
the objects of ſenſe; whatever external objects raiſe our 
affections, they only feed the natural man; and we ma 

preach of Chriſt, or hear him preached on, and of the joys 
of heaven, &c. if our minds be outward, and are not in- 
7 ardly led by the Spirit of God as long as we live, and at 
_ Yaſt be but a natural man. But if we die to theſe outward 
enſations, and reſign our minds wholly up to God, in 
Fumble, paſſive, ſilent prayer, having all our dependence 
n the operation, the ſpeakings, teachings and directions 
pf the Holy Spirit in us, to be, and do, as he pleaſes. If 
ve ſtand thus free from our imaginations, ſeeking nothing 
ut God, we ſtand in our proper place; and if we perſe- 


ere, the Moſt High will certainly open all the wiſdom of 


"ZMeaven in us, and bring us to the higheſt contemplation 


ind communion with himſelf, and with all the angelic 
@hoirs to ſing the ſong of the redeemed, and reign as kings 
ver all nature; in which the true pleaſure and freedom of 
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The reaſon that true ſpiritual religion is no more 
oon and underſtood, is, becauſe we are fallen into this 
Eternal world, wholly purſuing outward objects. Tis as 
dntrary to the natural man, as light is to darkneſs, to 
rn his mind inwardly to the internal, ſpiritual world. 
Neither is there any poſſibility of it, till we die with Chriſt 
the external, in order to have the divine, ſpiritual man 
ſed in us; who alone can diſcern ſpiritual things. | 


The learned have as much miſtaken the goſpel, as the 
us did the law; and have appropriated the divine cha- 
—Fcters of the redeemed to the outward man, which have 
pthing to do with the religion of the goſpel, but mult be 
er-ruled and flain by the Spirit of Chriſt. How falſly 
ve they interpreted thoſe texts of ſcripture that ſpeak of 


e elected of God, that cannot fall from grace, to whom 


TW! things are made ſure and ſtedfaft; and of whom Chriſt 
2897s to his Father: All that thou haſt given me, 1 have bett, 
4 bave not loſt one of them. | 41 | 


If men had truly ſtudied their own- hearts by the light of 
de Holy Spirit, they would have ſeen that there are two 
inciples, viz. good and evil, in every rational being; from 
” 5 hence 


— 


n, 


hence it hath a free-will to live in either; for God cannot 


create a rational being otherwiſe: For does it not clearly 
imply a choice of objects? | | 


| God created all things in the good principle in Jeſus 
Chriſt his divine word; and evil had not been known, had 


not the evil angels and Adam, for want of due experience, 
turned their wills into it, and fo became captivated by it. 
Surely if theſe fell from their dignified ſtate, what ſhadow 
of ſecurity have we, but in a full dependence upon God ? 
For, according as our wills ſtand in good or evil, we are 
children of God, or of the devil; and whom we obey, his 
fervants we are. Here alſo you may ſee, that our good ij 


deſires are the drawings of the Father to the Son. And he 
is ſure to keep all that his Father gives him. But we may 
do many good works in the Spirit of God, which will al- 


ways remain with Chriſt; and yet, by turning our wills to 
our own ſelfiſn defires, become ſeparated and drawing from 
God, yet it is hardly to be thought that a man that has got 


out of a deep pit ſhould fall into it again, eſpecially when 


there is ſuch a glorious object as Chriſt ſet before him, and 
the infinite joys of eternity. This doctrine is quite needleſs 
if we conſider the infinite defires of God to fave the vileſt of 
finners and back-ſliders, the moment they turn unto him, 
through the divine light of the holy Jeſus in their ſouls, MF 

of Lan and this ſenſua! 
world, being quickned and raiſed by the ardent defires of 
our minds turned unto God; which light makes manifeſt i 
the darkneſs that is in us. The temptations of the world 
and of the devil ſtep in and oppoſe the Chriſt of God, ſs | 


ſo break off from the powers 


that the ſoul has great need to watch and pray, and join in 


with every good defire to praiſe and adore its Maker, It is 
a great help and ſtrengthning to the ſoul in this ſtate to 


contemplate much on the death and ſufferings of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and of the divine glories that fhall be revealed; 
and to keep as much as poſſible from all evil objects that | 


may attract our minds: And, as Chriſt overcame, he will 
ſurely overcome for us alſo. But let us beware of the ene- 
my of all enemies, viz. all ſelf-attraction and worldly- 


mindedneſs; and fix theſe great and important truths in | 


our minds: 


. 
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Firſt, That there is none good but God; and that 
we are only then accepted of him when we caſt all 
our will and affections into the abyſs of his infinite love, 
ſecing the all of God, and the nothingneſs of every | 
creature, and ſtand free from all things; and be aſſured 

that every thought which ſprings up in our fouls, to 
appropriate,any goodneſs to our ſelves, or to any creature, 
is from our own reprobate nature, and muſt either die in 
time, or endure everlaſting burnings; and that all thoſe 
texts of ſcripture that call us to the higheſt purity and per- 
fection, only belong to Chriſt and our inward ſpiritual 
man, which is in union with him. Lis he only that is 
born of God, and cannot fin, becauſe his ſeed remaineth 
in him. But, in our own nature, we cannot ſay that we 
are better than the devils. Therefore, all thoſe texts that 
call us to be perfect, as our Father which is in heaven is 
perfect, are ſo many calls for our outward man to be 
brought into obedience to the Spirit of Chriſt, which alone 
can bring us into the full enjoyment of God, in the reſur- 
rection of all things into himſelf. 8 


Secondly, When your mind is .rightly eſtahliſhed in 
this great truth, that God is the fountain of all .gaod- 
neſs; and that there is no ,goadneſs eſſential to any 
creature, but what is derived from being in union with 
God; fo that all the goodneſs you ſee in any crea- 
ture, ſee you through the inſtrument, and acknowledge 
the excellency , proceeds from. Gad.; as alſo all diſappoint- 
ments, troubles, croſſes, and afflictions: come whatever 
will, keep you ſteadily to: Chriſt, caſting your hope within 
the veil. Let nothing diſturb your reſignation and tranqui- 
lity. But, in all diſpenſations of providence, B 
cerity of heart, Lord, thy will be gone. e | 


When you come to ſee that all things come from God, 
and you are delivered from all anxiqus cares about temporal 
things, wholly and freely reſigned in obedience to the 
Foly Spirit, that it may work all, your works in you, and 
by you: then meditate on the divine perfections and the 

ſpirituality of the ſcriptures, taking all poſſible opportu- 
nities of communion with the people of God; keeping ſted- 
faſtly to the apoſtles doctrine, in fellowſhip, in breaking of 

| D 2 | bread, 
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bread, and in prayer; and be well aſſured of this, that 
there is no ſtate ſafe but that of the deepeſt humility, and - 
of a true hungring and thirſting after God; by which 
means -_ will receive freſh manifeſtations of divine wiſ- 
dom, knowledge and power, to go on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, till 'all the ſhadows of time flee away, and the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs has fully radiated and illuminated your 
foul, and Paradiſe ſprings up again within you. 

Thirdly, Don't ſeek for the faculties of reaſoning or 
memory, an arrangement of ideas in your head, ei- 
ther from men or books ; for this will ſtand in your 
way, and hinder the true ſpiritual knowledge from ari- 
ſing in you ; and is the very ſandy foundation, which 
Chriſt mentions that muſt fall to the ground. But you 
may ſtudy and contemplate as much as you will out 
of books, and all things, if the infinite perfections of the 
great Jehovah, and the vileneſs of all creatures in com- 
pariſon of him you ſee, and ſeek all knowledge from the 
revelation of his Spirit in your own ſoul. But keep al! 


doubts and ſcruples from ariſing in you: for theſe only 


impair the mind, and lead it from God the true center of 
bliſs. But, if you want to be informed in any of the my- 
| ſeries of redemption, let not the curſe of him that truſteth ** 

in man fall upon you: And expect not to know them tru- 
ly, till God reveal them in you; and you will ſoon be en- 

lightened, ſo that you need not go abroad for knowledge; 
for you will then ſee all things in their true colours and beau- 
ty, and be built upon a rock that cannot be moved. | 


Fourthly, See that your mind be kept free, and im- | 
partial, and unbiaſs'd from any opinions of your own 
or others, that may cloud your underſtanding, and ftop 

your ſearching after divine knowledge; but gather truth 
from all things, value not one man more than another 
for his outward ſentiments, nor judge him for his o- 
beying or diſobeying outward ceremonies. But value 
all men according as their lives correſpond with the 
laws and perfections of the Deity; and aſpire to imitate 


him in his infinite mercy and boyndleſs liberality, doing 
all kinds of good to all men. $57 


For 
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though they were never bleſſed, with the ſacred 
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Ihe narrow-hearted ſectarjians will much deſpiſe an 
perſecute all thoſe whom God has bleſſed with this revela- 
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For goodneſs fake, conſider much what St. Paul ſays of 
the unlimited extent of the goſpel, that is preached to every 


. creature under heaven. All men . have got. a preacher of 
righteouſneſs within them. For as all have deſcended from 


fallen Adam, ſo all are partakers of the ſeed of the woman, 


the ſecond Adam, the bruiſer of the ſerpent within 


him. And if this Chriſt in man be not reſiſted by a 9 7 50 
ſpirit, it will bring them into full union with God; and ſuc 


will come from all the ends of the earth, and ſet down with 


Abraham, the father of the faithful, in heavenly places; 


deſpiſe and 


7 
by 


tion, to ſee the glorious extent of the goſpel, which pulls 
down their Bahels, and ſtains, all their pride. But be you 


faithful to him who has called you; and enlarge your ſoul 
to pray for them; ſo ſhall divine and raviſhing diſcoveries 
daily increaſe in your ſoul, till infinite goodneſs ſhines up- 


on you, and carries you through all the oppoſition of your 
enemies. But, above all things, beware of diſputing, 
wrangling and quarreling with any one about religious 


opinions, which hath already filled the world with ftrife 


and confuſion about that which is no part of true religion. 


And, whilſt men are reaſoning for their own. principles, 


they cannot poſſibly receive the truths of God. There- 
fore, however the divine truth is oppoſed, remember that 
you have fully reſigned yourſelf to God, who will fight all 
your battles for you; and be aſſured, that he will manifeſt 
his truth, and confound all his enemies in his own good 
time. But when you go out of his Spirit, though it be to 
ſupport the cauſe of truth, it will be only the works of 
man, which cannot pleaſe God. Therefore always dwell 


in the element of love; go not out in maintaining your 
ſentiments; for it will diſturb the tranquility of your mind, 


and rob you of your ſweet .communion with. God, which 


| ſhould be more dear to you than all things beſide. 


And you cannot do your fellow-creature any good, when 
you are out of the Spirit of God. Deluſion may perſuade 


| you, that you are fighting God's cauſe, when ſeeking . 


opportunities to make known 


ſelf- applauſe. Yet take al 
| | the 
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the truths of the goſpel, of light and ſalvation for fallen 
man. But, before you apply the gofpel to them, labour 
to * them to a fenfe of their own helpleſſneſs and mi- 
fery., For before they feel this, they will only take the 
goſpel to be like a creed, to call them to moral duties, 
and not ſee the neceſſity of a new- birth of the light and 
Spirit of God. Therefore go not from theſe fundamental 
Points, which all men muff ſee and feel, if they do but 
open their eyes, and not blind their underſtanding. For 
let any rational man confider, if it be poſſible for this tran- 
ſitory ſeeing of ſm and miſery, which is -manifeft to our 
ſenſes throughout all nature, and the ereatures of this 


world can be the production of an all- wiſe, holy and perfect 


Being. Let him confſider-whether covetouſneſs, pride and 
wrath, which he 'fecretly feels riſing in his on heart, 
can ſpring from infinite ' meekneſs, boundleſs mercy, un- 
wearied patience and unchangeable love. - 
Again, let him conſider whether pain, grief, ſickneſs 


and death, can ſpring from peace, Joy and happineſs. And 
if he is ſo Hardy as to believe this of the Moſt High, then 


you muſt feave him to his reprobate mind. But if the 


conſideration of theſe 'truths lead him to ſee his own mi- 
fery, and that all things are fallen from their original per- 


fection atid union with God, through Adam's aecurſed 
deſire, which” turned his will into this external world, in- 


ſtead of keeping all his affections centered in God, and eon- 
tinued an inſtrument in his hands; but that when man fell, 
this creation, arid he —_ priſoner under all the evils 
and maladies of this world, as we are at this day: I ſay, 
when a man ſtrictly conſiders theſe things, than whieh nothing 
can be more apparent, being in ſome degree ſeen and felt 
by every one; then he is brought to a feeling ſenſibility of 
his deplorable condition and great diſtance from God, and 
that this world ſtands between him and real happineſs. 
Here the glad tidings of the goſpel, the new- birth, new 
life and ialvation from this world, become the deſire ef his 
heart, and the joy of his ſoul. And he now iſees what 
brought him into this ſenſibility, that it is a ſpark of that 
love and power in his ſoul, which brought God down 
from heaven: and that Ged is full of 1 
es 


all che pipes and channels of grace ceaſed to ſlew through 


K 
fires to releaſe him out of his miſery, and: make: him par- 
taker of his nature and glory (© .. 


Tis matter of endleſs meditation, to conſider the aſto- 
niſhing love of God, in giving his only Son, vrhilſt we 
were finners, to die for us; and to give us an eample ob 
patience and reſignation to the will of God, through, all 
his ſufferings, agonies and death, that he might become a, 
proper object of faith, hope, ſupport and comfort to fallen 
man in every ſtep of our way to the heavenly Canaan, till 
he has put all our enemies under his feet. Then will he 
deliver up the kingdom td his Father, and God he all 


Fifthly, When you have gone ſb far in regeneration, as 
to ſee — Chriſt - God, 22 power and wiſdom 
diſplayed through all things; not only the Bible, but the 
folar ſyſtem, and all things in this world will become 
a book of infinite inſtruction for you. As for thoſe fcrip- 
tures that appear full of contradictions to the natural man, 
that looks on them according to the letter, will to you ap- 
pear in their utmoſt brightneſs and clearneſs, that live in 
the ſpirit of them. And the firſt chapter of Geneſis, when 
ſpiritually confidered and compared with the eternal world, 
will be a means of ſpiritualizing all things in this world to 
you. For this world is a figure and a birth from the eter- 
nal world, in which is ne groſs matter: this was occa- 

honed by the fall. . vgs | 


When a man is made partaker of the divine nature, and 
his affections centered in God, then he dwells in his ſpi- 
ritual inward man, in that which is eternal, and can com- 
prehend this world: for the greater can comprehend the 
leſſer; though tis impoſſible for the leſſer to know the 


greater. 


When we ſee a hard Winter, in which all things are 
frozen up; alſo when we fee the firſt buddings of fruits 
and vegetables, we have a true figure of the hard, cold 
aftringent properties of eternal nature; as in itſelf : and 
when you fee Spring break forth, through the ſun's pow- 
er, awakening the good properties locked up in the earth, 
then all things put on a beautiful aſpect, the — and 
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fields become like a watered garden; by the ſun, light and 
air manifeſting all their hidden virtues in the things that 
were before ſhut up as dead. | 


You have here a moſt beautiful and lively figure of the 
ever- bleſſed Trinity manifeſting itſelf in the heavenly 
world. And as neither animals nor vegetables can poſſibly 
live in this world, but by the fire, light and air of it being 
manifeſted in them ; ſo you may ſee with the utmoſt cer- 
tainty, that we muſt be born from above; for it is ut- 
terly impoſſible for our fallen ſouls to enter into heaven, 
but by Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, riſing up in the 
birth of our lives; for heaven is no where, but where 
theſe are manifeſted. And typical to this, our Lord inſti- 
tuted baptiſm and the Lord's-ſupper, to point us to theſe 
grand truths. Here, O man! ſtop and conſider whether 
theſe things are real, or. the production of a heated ima- 
gination. If you would meekly give up yourſelf to be en- 
lightned by God, and ſeriouſly meditate on theſe ſublime 
ſubjects, your underſtanding will be enlightened to ſee 
far greater things than theſe. 25 | 


Our chiefeſt meditation ſhould be on the proceſs of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In this is clearly ſeen that the fooliſh- 
neſs of God is wiſer than all the wiſdom of men. This 
contains the ſum and ſubſtance of all our wiſdom, know- 
edge, and everlaſting happineſs: and though nothing is 
more confeſt, yet nothing is leſs underſtood ; which plain- 
ly ſhews, that men are at a great diſtance from God. 


Many are fighting blindly about two Chriſts. But 
Chriſt is a divine and eternal Spirit, and the ſubſtance of 
all goodneſs throughout all nature; therefore cannot be 
divided. - But, when we direct men to the inward light or 
Chriſt within them, the carnal profeſſors are ready to cry 
out, that we are ſetting up another Chriſt, contrary to him 


that died on Calvary, becauſe this diſcovers all the hypo- 


criſy of the fiery dragon mentioned in the Revelations ; 


which typifies the diabolical heart, betrothed and wedded 


to this world: and the ſcarlet whore riding upon the beaſt, 

typifies the carnal churches and their leaders; not only 
that of Rome, but all others that have directed people to 
the human nature of Chriſt for ſalvation; making a trade 
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. of religion, by keeping up arbitrary laws and ceremonies, 
to rule over men's conſciences, which none but God has 
right to rule over; from this ſprung all the horrible perſe- 
cutions and bloody martyrdoms, one 1dolatrous ſectarian 
fighting againſt another: and the human nature has been 
made as much an idol of, as the Iſraelites did of the golden 
calf. And all thoſe that have not ſeen its union with the di- 
vine, will fall under the condemnation of the ſecond com- 
mandments, which forbids us to worſhip the likeneſs of any 
thing: and God will judge all blind leaders of the blind, 
which know him not by the revelation of his Spirit. 


Obſerve this, and then judge whether we deny the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, and his outward kingdom in union with the 
divine. Conſider that the ſun is the king and governor of 
this created ſyſtem, which is but a figure of the human 
nature of the fon of God in the reſurrection. Chriſt is the 
image of God in all things; in whom we were choſen to 
ſalvation, before the foundation of the world. Chrift's di- 
vine nature is always in union with God, equally un- 
changeable, and every where preſent from eternity to eter- 
nity. And, as I cannot truly know any ſtrange object 
that I behold, but by a third opening my underſtanding; 
and demonſtrating it to me; fo the Holy Ghoſt eternally 
proceeds from the Father and the Son: therefore is called 
the divine quickening and enlightening Spirit. All-things 
have their being from this triune God; and no creature has 
any happineſs, but by being in union with him. 


The Trinity willed an image of itſelf; and this image 
was Adam, becauſe he had a body both of the ſpiritual 
and this natural world; and hence came the name man : 
and, if he had not fallen, .he had been the king and go- 
vernor of this world ; the ſame as our Lord now is in 
true believers; for the divine word, by which all things 
were created, ruled in him: and, where this rules, all 
things are united in one, as God and nature is one Chriſt. 
In this oneneſs Adam ſhould have ſtood ; for his will was 
centered in God, that he could do what he pleaſed. Bur, 
for his diſobedience, God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon 
him, through his ſtrong imagination and luſting deſire into 
this world, which broke the union that was between God 
and him. And hence came the diviſion of the human 
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race, and their beſtial propagation, opening a ſcene of 


confuſion, diſorder, and multiplicity. But no ſooner was 


this calamity manifeſted, but immediately God's mercy 


was ſhewn, and Chriſt became a Second Adam, or Imma- 
nuel God in us, to redrels all the miſery the fall introdu- 
ced, by uniting all things into oneneſs with God, accor- 
ding to his own words: Thou in me, and I in them, that we 
all may be one, as thou art one. Fhe feed muſt be ſome time 


in the earth, before it is manifeſted; ſo this myſtery was 
only typified under the types and figures of the law, till 


Chriſt came in the fleſh; and, in his divine nature, in the 
virgin Mary, through the overſhadowing of the Hoiy 
Ghoſt, took the humanity on him, to make it one with 


him; and become its prophet, to teach it; its prieſt, to 


atone for it; and king, to reign over it; fimilar to the be- 
ing baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, Thus all men, being related to Chriſt by a ſeed 
of his divinity in them : in this they are one with him, as 
the branch to the tree, or the members to the head, in all 
his ſufferings, crucifixion, reſurrection and aſcenſion . 
And here you may clearly ſee, that nothing leſs than what 
Chriſt did and ſuffered, could bring the divine ſeed co- 
vered in all men fince the fall, through the wrath of God, 
and through a death to the things of this world, and 
bring the human race into perfect union with God in 

brift, | 


It was the divine nature that made all the ſufferings of 
Chriſt meritorious, and raiſed the human nature from 
death, who is now become our great forerunner, and the 
captain of our ſalvation: and, by his perfect obedience to 
the will of God, the humanity is reſtored to the right- 


band of God; and Chriſt, by bringing the humanity into 


union with his divinity, is become the king and governor 
to the natural world, that we may exerciſe our faith and 
obedience to his Holy Spirit; for we muſt come through 
his fleſh, and by his Spirit be reſtored unto endleſs glory 
and happineſs. | 


Sixthhy, Always keep in mind, that all ceremonies, 
and faith, and hope, and prayer, are only the inſtruments 
whereby the ſoul pants and breaths, through the corrup- 
uble body, after full union and communion with God q 
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and are as the ſcaffolding is to an houſe ; which, when 
the houſe is finiſhed, is thrown down: So alſo theſe, 
when Chriſt fully appears, will be ſwallowed up. in the 
beautiful fruition of God. This will keep you from rely- 
ing on any thing below God. 2 


Chriſt's ſpiritual coming into the ſoul, is unto faith; 
which unites it to all the ſelf-denials and ſufferings of 
_ Chriſt, while he was in the fleſh, and brings it into full 
union with him its head. By this means the ſoul becomes 
the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, being made partaker of the 


divine nature. 


The ſeriptures throughout repreſent our ſalvation under 
three characters, which ſhews the Trinity are equally 
concerned in it. St. Paul very properly calls them, juſti- 
fication, ſanctification, and glorification. But men are fo 


carnal and ignorant in theſe, that they imagine them to be 


mighty changes wrought upon the outward man. But 
the Holy Spirit ſhews us otherwiſe, viz. that they are the 


manifeſtations of the Trinity to the ſeed of its own nature 


in us. And this is the reaſon that the kingdom of God is 
ſo often compared to ſeeds and vegetables. When a ſeed 


is caſt into the ground, the ſun, light, and air, unlock its 


nature, and the blade ſhoots forth and ſtretches after the 
ſun: fimilar to this does God manifeſt himſelf in the foul. 
The Father teacheth and draweth us to the Son; and the 
ſoul, having a deep ſenſe of its own fin and miſery, and of 
the great love of God in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, reſigns 
itſelf to him, and ftretches itſelf towards him. This is 
the faith which juſtifies us, and drives away all fin and 
condemnation: and, in our perſeverance in this faith, we 
are wholly led out of ourſelves, into union with Chriſt. 
And the Son and Holy Spirit manifeſt themſelves in us, and 
carry on the work of ſanctification, till they raiſe us into 


endleſs glory and felicity, 


O man! whereſoever you be, I now call unto you, 
in the Name of the Lord, to ſearch and fee upon 
what foundation you ſtand; for when the two great 
fires of love and anger are awakened in all the materiali- 
ty of this world, each will attract that which is like itſelf. 
All that has worked with the evil properties, will be turned 
into hell, with all thoſe that forget God; but all who have 
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worked witty the good properties, with the divine, meek 

and holy Spirit of Jeſus, ſhall be eternally delivered from 

all their enemies, to ſing praiſes to God and the Lamb, 

who redeemed them, by his blood, out of every nation 

and people under heaven. Thus they will be endleſsly 
exerciſed in the glorious city, the New Jeruſalem, where 

there is no need of the ſun by day, nor the moon by night; 
but the glory of God enlightens it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof. 5 


O thou Light of life ! thou Deſire of all nations! thou 
that art the end of ſorrows, and beginner of joys; the end 
- of death, and bringer in of light and immortality through 
the goſpel! do thou, O blefled Lord, vanquiſh and over- 
come all pride and worldly-mindedneſs. O ſhine forth in 
l thy ſaints and people; and let us not be called by thy 
iſ name, that are not partakers of thy nature. Cauſe all fin 
il and 1gnorance to fall like lightning to the ground. Bring 
ij down the haughty imaginations of thy ſinful worms; that 
is antichriſt may be deſtroyed by the power of thy divine 
Spirit; that paradiſe may again appear, and thy Name be 
known throughout all the earth. — O Lord God Omni- 
| potent, haſten the time, when the kingdoms of this world i 
il {hall become the kingdoms of God and of Chriſt. Amen 
| 


and Amen; 
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The following pages were not at firſt deſigned to 
be publiſhed ; but were ſtrongly impreſs'd on my 
mind, after the former part! was at the printer's. . 


In obedience to which, I offer them to your 
conſideration. ” 


HE great cauſe of all controverſies, ſtrife, and divi- 
ſions, and that which ſtops the ſweet, ſublime, and 

| heavenly circulation of truth, love, and unity among men, 
| 35 a prejudice of education, that we are ſunk into, by fal- 
ling into this tranfitory world. Thus we all, in Adam, 
loſt our divine knowledge and true center in God. Hence 
ariſe fo many diſtin& wills, ſo many different ways which 
people mark out to ſeek peace and happineſs in; for there 
are ſuch innumerable ſcenes, and different objects open to 
| | Olk 


AW Wwe. Ly W->- 


ya 


(37) 


our view, in this natural ſyſtem of things; and we being 
in affinity with them, muſt be captivated by ſome of them, 
till the Holy Spirit have raiſed aur deſires, will, and affec- 


tions out of all the beggarly elements of this world, and our 


ſoul finds its true center in God again. But, before this 
can be, we mult give up all ſelfiſhneſs and by-ends, which 
are the ſin of ſins; and be overwhelmed in the unfathom- 
able ſea of divine Love: ſo that we come to fee all things 
in that which is eternal: this only can ſilence the many 
ſtrifes and diviſions among men, and bring the world into 


* 


union and concord. JI 


The ſcriptures ſo fully demonſtrate to us the vanity of 
all the outward ceremonies of religion, when they are not 
performed under the influence of the Spirit of God ; and 
ſhew us, that they are of no other uſe than to point.out 


and draw the ſoul through the ſeveral diſpenſations that 


God has inſtituted ſince the fall, to be taught according to 
the goſpel-plan by God himſelf: that all profeffors are 
continually ſhewing people the vanity of truſting in them 
and yet theſe are the very things that have raiſed up ſo ma- 
ny ſects and parties, and what the greateſt part of their diſ- 
ſentions ariſe about. I will leave it here to the judgment 
of the impartial reader, whether, after all they ſay againſt 


truſting in them, they do not make outward doctrines, 


forms and ceremonies, a cloke for a worldly ſpirit, which 
is the god of their hearts. And you may daily ſee thoſe 
that call themſelves the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, are fo 
full of ſelfiſh ends, that they are more eager of calling 
people to their doctrines, rules and ceremonies, than to 
call them to the unity of faith in the Son of God, that he 
might be manifeſted in them, the hope of glory : by which 
means the world would ſoon be brought into an union, and 
Chriſt would have the Heathen for his inheritance, and the 
utmoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. 


I would not have you think that I ſpeak in the leaſt 
againſt the ordinances of the goſpel, when they are put in 


their proper place: for when the ſoul is given up to God, 


ſo that his Spirit rules in it; then all the actions of the 
outward man will be pleaſing to him. But we muſt firſt 
totally deny our own will, and reſign up all we have and 
are to become paſſive and obedient to the eternal Spirit 
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of love and wiſdom in our own ſouls, ſo that God may 
be all in all; and then we come to live in that which is 
ſupernatural. But whilſt the minifters of the goſpel preach 
with any views to get people to themſelves; or for the 
Jucre of gain, there can be no true affluence, no flowings 
forth of love, peace and harmony, among the churches. 


St. Paul directs all men not to feek their own profit, 
but every one another's for the good of edification. This 
is the nature of the Spirit of God. And he that is not 
governed by it, is not born of God, how high foever he - 


may think of himſelf. For it is only the divine power of 


the Spirit of Love, that can deſttoy all ſtrife and conten- 
tions, and bring all men into one divine center of life, and 
make them one Spirit with God. And till the profeſſors 
of chriſtianity leave off their vain reaſoning, and diſputing 
about ſhadows, and plead up wholly for the divine ſub- 
ſtance, the heavenly treaſure of Chriſt, that will ſhew all 
men they are fallen into this poor miſerable world, and 
now are in a ſtate of probation between heaven and hell; 
and every thought and defire either ſinks us down lower 
zwfto hell, or raiſes us higher into heaven. When theſe 
gteat truths are manifeſted in our ſouls; which no man 
could be off ſeeing, if he turned his mind to confider them, 
then he would come to judge righteous judgment, and fee 
things in a univerſal light; we ſhall not like or diſlike 

perfons, becauſe they are of this ſet, or the other party, 

but be ready to love and embrace the whole race of man- 
kind, eſpecially when we ſee any thing of the nature and 
fpirit of the holy Jeſus in them, and be ready to blow up 
every ſpatk of goodneſs where ever we find it, though 
it be in a Jew or Heathen. ks” 


_ Ohif if all men were thus to follow Chriſt, thus to run 
with the ſtreams of divine love, and point all things to it, 
we ſhould ſoon be led to the fountain, which would pour 
out its bleffings upon us, and water our fouls with the 
dew of heaven, and paradiſe would be again reſtored ; 
then might we fay, The winter is paſt, the Spring ap- 
ears, and the time of the ſmging of birds is heard in our land. 
And though there is but little appearance at preſent of this 


happy reign of Jefus Chriſt, the divine love, in the world, 


yet | verily believe, that the Lord is about to appear for 
5 the 


„ 
the full deliverance of his people; he will ſay, Ariſe and 
ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
riſen upon you. And my humble, fervent prayer is, that 
we may not withſtand his mighty hand, nor let unbelief 
ſhut us out of his glorious kingdom, | 


As ſome things I have advanced may appear new to 
many of my readers; they, at firſt, may be dubious 
to receive them for truth. Yet, I think, they muſt ſee” 
they are truly ſeriptural, and peint at the ſame end, viz. 
to fill our ſouls with faith, hope, and charity. But as preju- 
dice is apt to ariſe, when any thing runs contrary to the 
principles a man has imbibed, which will utterly ſtop 
the receiving the truth af another, though it appears ne- 
ver ſo clear and evident: To remove this, I would bumbly 
recommend him ſeriouſſy to read the following inſtruc- 
tions, which I ſhould be glad if every Chriſtian had them, 
and followed their directions. I ſhall extract them from the 
illuminated archbiſhop Leighton, that you may ſee how 
the love of God was manifeſted in him, as it has been in 
all ages, and to all men who have wholly denied their own 
will, and gave up themſelves to ſeek God in their own 
fouls. For though God and Chriſt fill heaven and earth, 
yet we can know nothing of them, but by their manifeſta- 
tion in our hearts. There are a few ſentences in one 
of his ſermons, preached before the parliament, which I 
{hall firſt ſet down, as highly worthy your notice. 


N. B. „ Much time, ſays this pious man, is ſpent 
in doing ill, much in doing nothing, and almoſt 
all in doing nothing to the purpoſe. If I had 3 
voice as loud as a trumpet, I would employ it in ſound- 
ing a retreat to all our unnatural, irreligious debates and 
_— and perſuade men to follow the meek and lowly 

— : | 


There js great abatement of true, vital religion, when 
we begin to diſpute about it. Ah! my Beloved, the body 
of religion 1s torn, and the ſoul of it expires while we are 
ſtriving about the hem of its garment. The profane make 
their gn FT EE | 
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Fou aſk daily with devout prayer, then he giveth it to you; 


(40) Z 
Let us be followers of Jeſus. But let us enter in at the 
other end, even death. Let us die with him to the world 
and to our own will. The followers of Jeſus have no more 
will of their own; it is*gone to the will of God. Let us 
ſettle our affections on God ; for it will be to no purpoſe 
to ſettle them on any thing elſe. The faſhion of this 
world paſſes away, and all the ſhadows of it ſhall flee as 
things that have not been.“ 8 


— 
* 
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Directions to attain paradiſe, heaven, and 
eternal happineſs. | 


OR difpoſing you the better to obſerve theſe directions, 
aud profit by them, be pleaſed to take the following 
advices : e | | 


Put all your truſt in the ſpecial and ſingular mercy of 
God, that he, for his mercy's ſake, and of his only good- 
neſs, will help and bring you to perfection; not that abſo- 
lute perfection is attainable here, but the meaning is, to 
high degrees of that ſpiritual and divine life which is al- 
ways growing, and tending towards the abſolute perfection 
above ; but in ſome perſons comes nearer to that, and riſeth 
higher even here, than in the moſt. If you, with hearty 
and fervent defires, do continually wiſh and long for it, and 
with moſt humble devotion, daily pray unto God, and call 
for it, and with all diligence do buſily labour and travel to 
come to it, undoubtedly, it ſhall be given you; for you 
muſt not think it ſufficient to uſe exerciſes, as though they 
had fuch virtues in them, that, of themſelves, they could 
make ſuch as do uſe them, perfect; for neither thoſe, nor 
any other, whatever they be, can of themſelves, by their 
uſe only, bring us unto perfection. But our merciful Lord 
God, of his own goodneſs, when you ſeek with hearty de- 
ſires and fervent longings, will cauſe you to find it: when 


and when yau continually, with unwearied labour and tra- 
vel, knock perſeveringly, then he doth mercifully open un- 
to you; and becauſe that thoſe exerciſes do teach you to 
teck, aſk, and knock, yea, they are none other but very 

| deyout 
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devout petitions, ſeekings and ſpiritual pulſations for the 
merciful help. of God, therefore they are very profitable 
means to come to perfection by God's grace, 


Let no particular exerciſe hinder your public and ſtand- 
ing duties to God and your neighbours, but for theſe rather 
intermit the other for a time, and then return to them as 
ſoon as you can. 


| If, in time of your ſpiritual exerciſe, you find yourſelf 
drawn to any better, or to as good a contemplation as that 

is, follow the tract of that good motion fo long as it ſhall 
laſt, = is | 9 


Always take care to follow ſuch exereiſes of devout 
WT thoughts, withal putting in practice ſuch leſſons as they 


contain and excite to. 


Though at firſt ye feel no ſweetneſs in ſuch exerciſes, 
yet be not diſcouraged, nor induced to leave them, but con- 
tinue in them faithfully, whatſoever pain or ſpiritual trou- 

ble ye feel, for doing them for God and his honour, and 
finding none other preſent fruit, yet you ſhall have an excellent 
reward for your diligent labour and your pure intentions: 
and let not your falling ſhort of theſe models and rules, nor 
your daily manifold imperfections and faults, diſhearten 
you; but continue ſtedfaſt in your deſires, purpoſes, and 
endeavours, and ever aſk the beſt, aim at the beſt, and 
hope the beſt, being ſorry that you can do no better; and 
they ſhall be a moſt acceptable ſacrifice in the ſight of God, 
and in due time you ſhall reap, if you faint not: and of all 
ſuch inſtructions, let your rule be to follow them as much 
as you can; but not too ſcrupulouſly, thinking your labour 
loſt, if you do not exactly and ſtrictly anſwer them in eve- 
y — purpoſe ſtill better, and, by God's grace, all ſhall 
be well. . 


1. Exerciſe thyſelf in the knowledge and deep conſideration 
df our Lord God, calling humbly to mind how excellent 
and incomprehenſible he is; and this knowledge ſhalt thou 
ather endeavour to obtain by fervent deſire, and devout- 
rayer, than with high ſtudy, reaſon, or outward labour : 
| it 
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it is the ſingular gift of God, and certainly very precious 
Pray then, : t 


2. Moſt gracious Lord, whom to know, is the very 
© bliſs and felicity of man's ſoul, and yet non can know 
© thee, unleſs thou wilt open and ſhew thyſelf unto him, 
vouchſafe of thy infinite mercy now and ever to enlighten iſ 
my heart and mind to know thee, and thy moſt holy and 
perfect will, to the honour and glory of thy Name. Amen. 


3. Then lift up thy heart to conſider (not with too great 
violence, but ſobriety) the eternal and infinite power of 
God, who created all things by his excellent wiſdom ; his 
unmeaſurable goodneſs, and incomprehenſible love, for he 
is very and only God, moſt excellent, moſt high, moſt glo- 
rious, the everlaſting and unchangeable goodneſs, an eter- 
nal ſubſtance, a charity infinite, ſo excellent and ineffabie WM 
in himſelf, that all dignity, perfection and goodneſs that is 
poſſible to be ſpoke or thought of, cannot ſufficiently expreſs 
the ſmalleſt part thereof. _ 


4. Conſider that he is the natural place, the center and 
reſt of thy ſoul : If thou then think of the moſt bleſſed Tri- 
nity, reaſon not thereon, but with devout and obedient 
faith, meekly and lowly adore and worſhip, 


5. Conſider Jeſus, the Redeemer and Huſband of thy ſoul, 
and walk with him as becomes a chaſte ſpouſe, with reve- 
rence and lowly ſhamefulneſs, obedience and ſubmiſſion. 


6. Then turn to the deep, profound conſideration of thy- | 
ſelf, thine own nothingneſs, and thy extreme defilement 
and pollution, thy natural averſion from God, and that thou 
muſt by converſion to him again, and union with him, be 
made happy, | TE | 


7. Conſider thyſelf and all creatures as nothing, in com- 
pariſon of thy Lord; that ſo thou mayeſt not only be con- 
tent, but — to be unknown, or being known, to be 
contemned and deſpiſed of all men, yet without thy faults 
or delelvings, as much as thou canſt, . 


8. 0 
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8. © O God, infuſe into my heart thy heavenly light arid 
© blefſed charity, that I may know and love thee above all 
© things; and above all things, loath and abhor myſelf. 
Grant that I may be ſo raviſhed in the wonder and love of 
« thee, that I may forget myſelf, and all things; feel nei- 
< ther proſperity nor adverſity, may not fear to ſuffer all the 
© pains of this world, rather than to be parted and pulled 
away from thee, whoſe perfections infinitely exceed all 
thought and underſtanding. O! let me find thee more 
© inward!y and verily preſent with me, than I am with my- 
<'{elf, and make me moſt cireumſpect how I do uſe myſelf 
in the preſence of thee, my holy Lord. 


© Cauſe me alway to remember how everlaſting and con- 
ſtant is the love thou beareſt towards me, and ſuch a cha- 
rity and continual care as though thou hadſt no more 
creatures in heaven or earth beſides me. What am I? A 


vile worm and filth. 
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9. Then aſpire to great contrition for thy ſins, and hatred 
of them, and abhorring of thyſelf for them; then crave pardon 
in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and then offer up thyſelf, foul 
and body, an oblation or ſacrifice in and through him; as 
they did of old, laying wood on the altar, and then burning 
up all; ſo this ſhall be a ſacrifice of ſweet ſavour, and very 


acceptable to God. | 


10. Offer all that thou haſt: to be nothing, to uſe no- 
thing of all that thou haſt about thee, and is called thine, 
but to his honour and glory : and reſolve, through his grace, 
to uſe all the powers of thy ſoul, and every member of thy 
body, to his ſervice, as formerly thou haſt done to fin. 


11. Conſider the paſſion of thy Lord, how he was buifet- 
ted, ſcourged, reviled, ſtretched with nails on the croſs, 
and hung on it three long hours; ſuffered all the contempt 
_ ſhame, and all the inconceivable pain of it, for thy 
ake. | 


12. Then turn thy heart to him, humbly ſaying, Lord 


Jeſus, whereas I daily fall, and am ready to fin, vouchſafe 


me grace as oft as I thall, to riſe again; let me never pre- 
\ F.2 ſume, 
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ſume, but always moſt meekly and humbly acknowledge 
my wretchedneſs and frailty, and repent, wsth a firm pur- 
poſe to amend; and let me not deſpair becauſe of my gieat 


frailty, but ever truſt in thy moſt loving mercy and readineſs 
to forgive, | | 7 


1. Thou ſhalt have much to do in mortifying of thy five 
fenſes, which muſt be all ſhut up in the crucified humility 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and be as they were, plainly dead. 


2. Thou muſt now learn to have a continual eye inward- 
ly to thy ſoul, and fpiritual life, as thou haſt uſed heretofore 


to have all thy mind and regard to outward pleaſure and 
worldly things: = 


3. Thou muſt ſubmit and give thyſelf up unto the diſci- 
»pline of Jeſus, and become his ſcholar, reſigning and com- 
pelling thyſelf altogether to obey him in all things; ſo that 
thy willing and milling, thou utterly and perfectly do caſt 
away from thee, and do nothing without his licenſe: At 
every word thou wilt ſpeak, at every morſel thou wilt eat, 
at every ſtirring or moving of every article or member of thy 
body, thou muſt afk leave of him in thy heart, and aſk w_ 
felt, whether having ſo done, that be according to his will, 
and holy example, and with fincere intention of his glory. 
Hence, | _ 


4. Even the moft neceſſary actions of thy life, though 
lawful, yet muſt thus be offered .up with a true intention 
unto God, in the union of the moſt holy works, and bleſſed 
merits of Chriſt, ſaying, © Lord Jeſus, bind up, in the me- 
6 rits of thy bleſſed ſenſes, all my feeling and ſenſation, and 


all my wits and ſenſes, that I never hereafter uſe them to 
any ſenſuality | 


5, Thus labour to come to this union and knitting up of 
thy ſenſes in God and thy Lord Jeſus, and remain ſo fait to 
the croſs, that thou never part from it, and ſtill behave thy 
body and all thy ſenſes as in the preſence of thy Lord God, 
and commit all things to the providence of thy loving Lord, 
who will then order all things dilectably and ſweetly. for 
thee : reckon all things beſides for right nought, and thus 

i Bk L mayeſt 
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mayeſt thou come unto wonderful illuminations, and ſpiri- 
tual influence from the Lord thy God. 


| N 

6. If for his love, thou canſt crucify, renounce and for- 
ſake perfectly thyſelf, and all things; thou mult fo crucify 
thyſelf to all things, and love and defire God only, with al 
thy care and whole heart, that in this moſt ſtedfaſt and 
ſtrong: knot and union unto the will of God, if he would 
create hell in thee here, thou mighteſt be ready to offer thy; 
ſelf by his grace, for his eternal honour and glory to ſuffer 
it, and that purely for his will and pleaſure. 

7. Thou muſt keep thy memory clean and pure, as it 
were a wedlock-chamber, from all ſtrange thoughts, fan- 
cies and imaginations, and it muſt be trimmed and adorned 


with holy meditations and virtues of Chriſt's holy crucified 


life and paſſion; that God may continually and ever reſt 
therein. . FE 


. PRAYER. | 1 

8. Lord, inſtead of knowing thee, I have ſought to 
know wickedneſs and fin; and whereas my will and deſire 
< were created to love thee, I have loſt that love, and decli- 
© ned to the creatures; while my memory ought to be filled 
with thee, I have painted it with the imagery of innume - 
rable fancies, not only of all creatures, but of all ſinful 
wickedneſs. Oh! blot out theſe by thy blood, and im- 
print thine own bleſſed image in my foul, bleſſed Jeſus, 
by that blood that iſſued out from thy moſt loving heart, 
when thou hangedſt on the croſs; ſo knit my will to thy 
moſt holy will, that I may have no other will but thine, 
and may be moſt heartily and fully content with whatſoe- 
ver thou wilt do to me in this world; yea, if thou wilt, fo 
that I hate thee not, nor {in againſt thee, but retain thy 


love, make me ſuffer the greateſt pains. 5 


r 3 
1. Exerciſe thyſelf to * perfect abnegation of all things 

which may let or impede this union; mortify in thee every 
thing that is not God, nor for God, or which he willeth and 
loveth not: reſigning and yielding up to the high pteaſure of 
God, all love and affection for tranſitory things; deſire nei- 
ther to have nor hold them, nor beſtow or give them, 1 
| only 
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only for the pure love and honour of God: put away ſupers 
fluous and unneceſlary things, and affect not even things 


neceſlary. 


2. Mortify all affection to, and ſeeking of thyſelf, which 
is ſo natural to men, in all the good they defire, and in all 
the good they do, and in all the evil they ſuffer; yea, by 
the inordinate love of the gifts and graces of God, inſtead 
of himſelf, they fall into ſpiritual pride, gluttony, and gree- 
dineſs. | 


3. Mortify all affection to, and deleQation in, meat and 

drink, and vain thoughts and fancies, which though they 

roceed not to conſent, yet they defile the ſoul, and grieve 
the Holy Ghoſt, and do great damage to the ſpiritual life. 


4. Imprint on thy heart the image of Jeſus cracified, the 
impreſſions of his humility, poverty, mildneſs, and all his 
holy virtues; let thy thoughts of him turn into affection, 
and thy knowledge into love, for the love of God doth moſt 
purely work in the mortification of nature; the life of the 
\ ſpirit purifying the higher powers of the ſoul, begets the ſoli- 
. tarineſs and departure from all creatures, and the influence 
and flowing into God. = - | 


Solitude, ſilence, and the ſtrait keeping of the heart, 
are the foundations and grounds of a ſpiritual life. 


6. Do all thy neceſſary and outward works without any 
trouble, or carefulneſs of mind, and bear thy mind amidit 
all, always inwardly lifted and elevated to God, following 
always more the inward exerciſe of love, than the outward 


acts of virtue. 


7. To this can no man come unleſs he be rid and deliver 
ed from all things under God, and be ſo ſwallowed up in 
God, that he can contemn and deſpiſe himſelf and all 
things; for the pure love of God maketh the ſpirit pure and 
ſimple, and ſo free, that without any pain or labour, it can 
at all times turn and recollect itſelf in God. 


8. Mortify all bitterneſs of heart towards thy neighbours, 
and all vain complacency in thyſelf, all vain- glory and deſire of 
; | elteem, 
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eſteem, in words and deeds, in gifts and graces. To this 
thou ſhalt come by a more clear and perfect knowledge and 
conſideration of thy own vileneſs; and by knowing God to 
be the fountain of all grace and goodneſs, 


9. Mortify all affection towards inward, ſenſible, ſpiritual 
delight in grace, and the following devotion with ſenſible 
ſweetneſs in the lower faculties or powers of the ſoul, which 
are no ways real ſanctity and holineſs in themſelves, but 
certain gifts of God to help our infirmity. v4 ; 


10. Mortify all curious inveſtigation or ſearch, all ſpecu- 
lation and knowledge of unneceſſary things, human or di- 
vine; for the perfect life of a chriſtian, conſiſteth not in 
high knowledge, but profound meekneſs; in holy ſimplici- 
ty, and in the ardent love of God; wherein we ought to de- 
ſire to die to all affection to ourfelves and all things below 
God, yea to ſuſtain pain and dereliction, that we may be 
perfectly knit and united to God, and be perfectly ſwallow- 
ed up in him. 1 | 


11. Mortify all undue ſcrupulouſneſs of conſcience, and 
truſt in the goodneſs of God; for our doubting and ſcruples 
oft-times ariſe from inordinate ſelf-love, and therefore vex 
us; they do no good, neither work any real amendment in 
us; they cloud the ſoul, and darken faith, and cool love, 
and it is only the ſtronger beams of theſe that can diſpel 
them, and the ſtronger that faith and divine confidence is in 
us, and the hotter divine love is, the ſoul is ſo much the 
more excited and enabled to all the parts of holineſs, to 
mortifications of paſſions and luſts, to more patience in ad- 
verſity, and to more thankfulneſs in all eſtates, | 


12. Mortify all impatience in all pains and troubles, whe-' 
ther from the hands of God or men, all defire of revenge, 
all reſentment of injuries, and by the pure love of God, love 
thy very perſecutors as if they were thy deareſt friends. 


13. Finally, mortify thy own will in all things, with full 
reſignation of thyſelf to ſuffer all dereliction outward and in- 
ward, all pain, and preſſures, and deſolations, and that for 
the pure love of God: For from ſelf-love, and ſelf-will, 


A Pray- 


ſpring all ſin, and all pain, 
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F 22 A PRAYER, | 
14. O! Jeſus, my Saviour, thy bleſſed humility ! im- 
< preſs it on my heart, make me moſt ſenſible of thy infinite 
« dignity, and of my own vileneſs, that I may hate myſelf 
< as a thing of nought, and be willing to be deſpiſed, and 
< trodden upon by all, as the vileſt mire of the ſtreets, that 
I may ſtill retain theſe words: I am NOTHING, I HavR 
© NOTHING, I CAN DO NOTHING, AND I DESIRE No- 
© THING BUT ONE. | 


X $ IV. . 

1. Never do anything with propriety and ſingular affec- 
tion, being too earneſt, or too much given to it; hut with 
continual meekneſs of heart and mind, lie at the foot of 
God, and ſay, Lord, I deſire nothing, neither in myſelf nor 
in any creature, fave only to know and execute thy bleſſed 
will, ſaying alway in thy heart, Lord, what would'ſt thou 
have me to do? Transform my will into thine, fill full and 
ſwallow up (as it were) my affections with thy love, and 
with an inſatiable deſire to honour thee, and deſpiſe myſelf. 


N 2 

2. If thou aſpire to attain to the perfect knitting and union 
with God, know that it requireth a perfect expoliation and 
denudation, or bare nakedneſs, and utter forſaking of all ſin, 
yea, of all creatures, and of thyſelf particularly: even that 
thy mind and underſtanding, thy affections and deſires, thy. 
memory and fancy, be made bare of all things in the world, 
and all ſenſual pleaſures in them, ſo as thou wouldeſt be 
content that the bread which thou eateſt, had no more ſa- 
vour than a ftone, and yet for his honour and glory that 
created bread, thou art pleaſed that it ſavoureth well: But. 
yet from the delectation thou feeleſt in it, turn thy heart to 
his praiſes and love that made it. | 


3. The more perfectly thou liveſt in the abſtraction and 
departure, and bare nakedneſs of thy mind from all crea- 
tures, the more nakedly and purely ſhalt thou have the frui- 
tion of the Lord thy God, and ſhalt live the more heavenly 
and angelical a life. Therefore, 


4. Labour above all things, moſt exactly to forſake all 
for him; and chiefly to forſake and contemn thyſelf, purely 
| loving 
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loving him, and in a manner forgetting thyſelf and all 
things, for the vehement burning love of. him; thus thy 
mind will run ſo much upon him, that thou wilt take no 
heed what is ſweet or bitter, neither wilt thou conſider 
time or place, nor mark one perſon from anether, for the 
wonder and love of thy Lord God, and the deſire of his 
bleſſed will, pleaſure, and honour in all things; and what- 
ſoever good thou doſt, know and think that God doth it, 


and not thou. 


5. Chuſe always (to the beſt of thy ſkill) what is moſt 
to God's honour, and moſt. like unto Chriſt and his exam- 
pie, and moſt profitable to ty neighbour, and moſt againſt 
thy own proper will, and leaſt ſerviceable to thy own praiſe 


and exaltation. | 


6. If thou continue faithful in this ſpiritual work and tra- 
vel, God at length, without doubt, will hear thy knock- 
ing, and will deliver thee from all thy ſpiritual trouble, 
from all the tumults, noiſe and incumbrance of cogitations 
and fancies, and from all earthly affections, which thou 
canſt by no better means put away, than by continual and 
fervent deſire of the love of God. 25 


7. Do not at any time let or hinder his working, by fol- 
lowing thine own will; for (behold) how much thou doſt, 
the more perfectly forſake thine own will, and the love of 
thyſelf, and of .all worldly things, ſo much the more deep- 
ly and ſafely ſhalt thou be knit unto God, and increaſe in 
his true and pure love. 

„„ 26. = 

1. If thou ſtill above all things ſeek that union, thou muſt 
transform and pour thy whole will into the high pleaſure 
of God; and whatſoever befals thee, thou muſt be with- 
out all murmuring, and retraction of heart, accepting it. 


moſt joyfully for his love, whoſe will and work it is. 


2. Let thy great joy and comfort evermore be, to have 
his pleaſure done in thee, though in pains, ſickneſs, perſe- 
cutions, oppreſſions, or inward griefs and preſſures of 
heart, coldneſs or barrenneſs of mind, darkning of thy will 


and ſenſes, or any temptations ſpiritual or bodily. And, 
N G 3. Under 
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3. Under any of theſe be always wary thou turn not 
to finful - delights, nor to ſenfual and carnal pleaſures, nor 
ſet thy heart on vain things, ſeeking comfort thereby, nor 
in any ways be idle, but always as thou canſt, compel and 
force thyſelf to ſome good ſpiritual exerciſe or bodily 
work; and though they be then unſavouty to thee, yet 
are they not the leſs, but the more acceptable to God. 


£3 1 J\ 0 ; , 


4. Take all afflictions as tokens of God's love to thee, 
and trials of thy love to him, and purpoſes of kindneſs to 
enrich thee, and increaſe more plentifully in thee his bleſ- 
ſed gifts and ſpiritual graces, if thou perſevere - faithfully 
unto the end; not leaving off the vehement deſire of his 
love, and thy own perfection. 8 


. 


5. Offer up thyſelf wholly to him, and fix the point of 
thy love upon his moſt bleſſed, uncreated Love; and there 
let thy ſou] and: heart reſt and delight, and be as it were 
reſolved, and melted moſt happily into the blefſed God- 
head; and then take that as a token, and be aſſured by it, 
that God will grant thy lovely and holy deſire; then ſhalt 
thou feel in a manner, no difference betwixt honour and 
ſhame, joy and ſorrow: but whatſoever thou perceiyeſt to 
appertain to the honour of thy Lord, be it never fo hard 
and unpleafant to thyſelf, thou wilt heartily embrace it, 

yea, with all thy might follow and deſire it; yet when 
thou haſt done what is poſſible for thee, thou wilt think 
thou haſt done nothing at all, yea, thou ſhalt be aſhamed, 
and deteſt thyſelf, that thou haſt ſo wretchedly and imper- 
fectly ſerved ſo noble and worthy a Lord; and therefore 
thou wilt deſire and endeavour every hour to do and ſuffer 
greater and more perfe& things than hitherto thou -haſt 


done, forgetting the things that are behind, and preſſing 
forward, &c. | OS 


6. If thou haſt, in any meaſure, attained to love and 
abide in God, then mayeſt thou keep the powers of thy 
ſoul and thy ſenſes, as it were, ſhut up in God, from gad- 
ding out to any worldly thing or vanity, as much as poſſi - 

ble, where they have ſo joyfully a ſecurity and ſafenefs: 
Satiate thy ſoul in him, and in all other things ſtill ſee his 
bleſſed preſence. f | 8 | 3 


7. What- 
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7. Whatſoever befalleth thee, receive it not from the 
hand of any creature, but from him alone, and render 
back all to him, ſeeking in all things his pleaſure, and 
honour, the purifying and ſubduing thyſelf. What can 
harm thee, when all muſt firſt touch God, within whom 
thou haſt incloſed thyſelf 5 | 


-& When thou perceiveſt thyſelf thus knit to God, and 
thy ſoul more faſt, and joined nearer to him, than to 
thine own body, then ſhalt thou know his everlaſting, and 
incomprehenſible, and ineffable goodneſs, and the true 
nobleneſs of thy ſoul that came from him, and was made 
to be re-united to him. _ | | 


9. If thou would'ſt aſcend and come up to thy Lond 
God, thou muſt climb up by the wounds of his bleſſed 
humanity, that remain as it were for that uſe; and when 
thou art got up there, thou wouldeſt rather. lune, death, 
than willingly commit any ſin. 


10. Entering ir into Jeſus, thou caſteſt thyſelf into an-in- 
finite ſea of goodneſs, that more eafily drowns and happily 
ſwallows thee up, than the ocean does a drop of water. 
Then ſhalt thou be hid and transformed in him, and ſhalt 
often be, as thinking without thought, and knowing 
without knowledge, and loving without love comprehend- 
ed of him whom thou canſt not comprehend. 


§. VI. | 
1. Too much deſire to pleaſe men mightily prejudgeth 
the pleaſing of God. 7 


2. Too great earneſtneſs and vehemency, a” toq gree- 
dy delight in bodily work and external doings, ſcattereth 
and loſeth the tranquility and calmneſs of the mind. 


3. Caſt all thy care on God, and commit all to his 
good pleaſure; laud, and praiſe, and applaud him in all 
things ſmall and great; forſake thy own will, and deliver 
up thyſelf freely and chearfully to the will of God, with- 
out reſerve or exception, in proſperity and adverſity, ſweet 
or ſour, | to have or to want, to live or to die. 
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the love of God, and of thy 
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4. Diſ-unite thy heart from all things, and unite it whol- 


ly to God. 


5. Remember often and devoutly, the life and paſſion, 
the death and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. | 


6. Deſcant not on other mens deeds, but conſider . thine | 
own ; forget other mens faults, and remember thine own. 


7. Never think highly of thyfelf, nor deſpiſe any other 


man. 15 


8. Keep ſilence and retirement as much as thou canſt, and 
through God's grace, they will keep thee from ſnares and 
offences. e 


9. Lift up thy heart often to God, and' deſire in all 
things his aſſiſtance. No . 


10. Let thy heart be filled, and wholly taken up with 
neighbour, and do all that 
thou doſt in ſincere charity and love. 


The ſum is: : 
r. Remember always the preſence of God. 


2. Rejoice always in the will of God, And, 
© 3- Direct all to the glory of God. 


: : §. VII. 
1. Little love, little truſt; but a great love brings a 
great confidence. | | 


2. That is a bleſſed hope that doth not ſlacken us in 
our duty, nor maketh us ſecure, but encreaſeth both a 
chearful will, and gives greater ſtrength to mortification 
and all obedience, 


3. What needeſt thou, or why travelleſt thou about ſo 
many things? Think upon one, deſire and love one, and 
thou ſhalt find great reſt. Therefore, 

5 : 4. Where- 
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4. Wherever thou be, let this voice of God be fill 
in thine ear: My ſon, return inwardly to thy heart, ab- 
ſtra& thyſelf from all things, and mind me only. Thus, 


5. With a pure mind in God, clean and bare from the 
memory of all things, remaining unmoveably in him, 
thou fhalt think and deſire nothing but him alone, as 
though there were nothing elſe in the world but he and 
thou only together ; that all thy faculties and powers be- 
ing thus recollected into God, thou mayeſt become one 
Spirit with him. 8 | 


6. Fix thy mind on thy crucified Saviour, and remem- 
ber continually his great meekneſs, love, and obedience, 
his pure chaſtity, his unſpeakable patience, and all the 
holy virtues of his humanity. 8 

7. Think on his mighty power and infinite | ren $- 
how he created and redeemed thee, how he juſtifieth thee, 
and worketh in thee all virtues, graces and goodneſs ; and 
thus remember him, until thy memory turn into love and 
affection. Therefore, 


8. Draw thy mind thus from all creatures, unto a cer- 
tain ſilence, and reſt from the jangling and company of all 
things below God; and when thou canſt come to this, 
then is thy heart a place meet and ready for thy Lord God 
to abide in, there to talk with thy ſoul. 


9. True humility gaineth and overcometh God Al- 
mighty, and maketh thee alſo apt and meet to receive all 
graces and gifts; but alas! who can ſay that he hath this 
bleſſed meekneſs, it being ſo hard, ſo uncertain, fo ſecret 
and unknown a thing, to forſake and mortify perfectly and 
exactly thyſelf, and that moſt venemous worm of all 
goodneſs, vain-glory. 


10. Commit all to the, high providence of God, and 
ſuffer nothing to reſt or enter into thy heart, ſave only 
God; all things in the earth are too baſe to take up thy 
love or care, or to trouble thy noble heart, thy =" 
an 
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and heavenly mind: let them care and forrow, or rejoice 
about theſe things, who are of the world,” 2 * Whom 
Chrift would not _ E e e ee e 


\ 


11. Thou canſt not als nor frivs 4 two maſters. at 

once; thou canſt not love diverſe and contrary things; if 

then thou; wouldeſt know what thou loveſt, wmarkowolk 
what thou thinkeſt moſt upon, leave ms _ have hea- | 
ven; leave the world, and have God. 


12. All an and vice e foriagerh from the. lim} of our 
own will: all virtue and perfection cometh and groweth 
from the mortifying of it, and the reſigning of 1 it my to 
the pleaſute and will of God. 7 


How ſublime, how ſweet ond raviſhingly Weine 
Are real inſtructions from true experienc'd hearts !- | 
May you and me follow the example of this man of God, 


And haſte to all the feraphuc | joys above. 
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4 PRAYER. 


My God! thou that art not a part, but the whole 

of all good; and all creaturely good is nothing in 
compariſon of thee: Do thou, we pray thee, O La 
of eternity, that fills heaven and earth with thy glory, 
ſhine forth with thy ſweet, radiant, lovely, and divine 
preſence, with thy infinite and eternal brightneſs, and put 
out every falſe light and 8 7 Diſperſe that dark- 
neſs and ignorance, which hays ſp univerſally over- ſpread 
the Chriſtian world; and? Bring a happy harmony out of 
the long confuſion. | 


Mm $a K* 


Cut ſhort thy work in righteouſneſs, great Jehovah, for 
thy own Name's ſake; and direct us poor mortals out of 
all the chains and bands of our proud, fallen and ſinful na- 


ture, unto thee, the fountain of life, through our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 
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